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ALVAR NUNEZ CABEZA DE VACA

away. Weé sent the negro after him, and
as the Indian saw him approach alone he
waited. The negro told him that we were
going in search of the people that had raised
the smoke. He answered that the dwellings
were nearby and that he would guide us,
and we followed. He hurried ahead to tell
of our coming. At sunset we came in sight
of the lodges, and two crossbow shots before
reaching them met four Indians waiting for
us, and they received us well. We told them
in the language of the Mariames that we
had come to see them. They appeared to be
pleased with our company and took us to
their homes. They lodged Dorantes and
the negro at the house of a medicine man,
and me and Castillo at that of another.
These Indians speak another language and
are called Avavares. They were those who
used to fetch bows to ours and barter with
them, and, although of another nation and
speech, they understand the idiom of those
with whom we formerly were and had ar-
rived there on that very day with their
lodges. Forthwith they offered us many

tunas, because they had heard of us and of
9
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THE JOURNEY OF

how we cured and of the miracles Mrd
worked through us. And surely, even if
there had been no other tokens, it was won-
derful how He prepared the way for us
through a country so scantily inhabited,
causing us to meet people where for a long
time there had been none, saving us from
so many dangers, not/permitting us to be
killed, maintaining us through starvation
and distress and moving the hearts of the
people to treat us well, as we shall tell fur-
ther on.

N the night we arrived there some
O Indians came to Castillo complain-
ing that their heads felt very sore

and begging him for relief. As soon as he
had made the sign of the cross over them
and recommended them to God, at that very
moment the Indians said that all the pain
was gone. They went back to their abodes
and brought us many tunas and a piece of
venison, something we did not know any
more what it was, and as the news spread

that same night there came many other sick
100
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people for him to cure, and each brought a
piece of venison, and so many there were
that we did not know where to store the
meat. We thanked God for His daily in-
creasing mercy and kindness, and after they
were all well they began to dance and cele-
brate and feast until sunrise of the day fol-
lowing.

They celebrated our coming for three
days, at the end of which we asked them
about the land further on, the people and
the food that there might be obtained.
They replied there were plenty of tunas all
through that country, but that the season
was over and nobody there, because all
had gone to their abodes after gathering
tunas; also that the country was very cold
and very few hides in it. Hearing this, and
as winter and cold weather were setting in,
we determined to spend it with those In-
dians. Five days after our arrival they left
to get more tunas at a place where people of
a different nation and language lived,
and having travelled five days, suffering
greatly from hunger, as on the way

there were neither tunas nor any kind of
101
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fruit, we came to a river, where we pitched
our lodges.

As soon as we were settled we went out
to hunt for the fruit of certain trees,
which are like spring bittervetch (orobus),
and as through all that country there
are no trails, I lost too much time in
hunting for them. The people returned
without me, and starting to rejoin them
that night I went astray and got lost. It
pleased God to let me find a burning tree,

by the fire of which I spent that very cold
night, and in the morning loaded myself
with wood, took two burning sticks and
continued my journey. Thus I went on for
five days, always with my firebrands and
load of wood, so that in case the fire went
out where there was no timber, as in many
parts there is none, I always would have
wherewith to make other torches and not be
without firewood. It was my only protec-
tion against the cold, for I went as naked
as a new-born child. For the night I used
the following artifice:
I went to the brush in the timber near the

,‘ivers and stopped in it every evening be-
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fore sunset. Then I scratched a hole in the
ground and threw in it much firewood from
the numerous trees. I also picked up dry
wood that had fallen and built around the
hole four fires crosswise, being very careful
to stir them from time to time. Of the long
érass that grows there I made bundles, with
which I covered myself in that hole and so
was protected from the night cold. But one
night fire fell on the straw with which I was
covered, and while I was asleep in the hole
it began to burn so rapidly that, although I
hurried out as quick as possible, I still have
marks on my hair from this dangerous acci-
dent. During all that time I did not eat a
mouthful, nor could I find anything to eat,
and my feet, being bare, bled a great deal.
God had metcy upon me, that in all this time
there was no norther; otherwise I could not
‘have survived.

At the end of five days I reached the
shores of a river and there met my Indians.
They, as well as the Christians, had given
me up for dead, thinking that perhaps some
snake had bitten me. They all were greatly

pleased to see' me, the Christians especially,
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and told me that thus far they had wan-
dered about famishing, and therefore had
not hunted for me, and that night they gave
me of their tunas. On the next day we left
and went where we found a great many of
that fruit with which all appeased their hun-
ger, and we gave many thanks to Our Lord,
whose help to us never failed.

ARLY the next day many Indians

I i : came and brought five people who
were paralyzed and very ill, and

they came for Castillo to cure them. Every
one of the patients offered him his bow and
arrows, which he accepted, and by sunset he
made the sign of the cross over each of the
sick, recommending them to God,Our Lord,
and we all prayed to Him as well as we
could to restore them to health. And He,
seeing there was no other way of getting
those people to help us so that we might
be saved from our miserable existence, had
mercy upon us, and in the morning all woke
up well and hearty and went away in such

good health as if they never had had any
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ailment whatever. This caused them great
admiration and moved us to thanks to Our
Lord and to greater faith in His good-
ness and the hope that He would save us,
guiding us to where we could serve Him.
For myself I may say that I always had
full faith in His mercy and in that He would
liberate me from captivity, and a.lways told
my companions so.

When the Indians had gone and taken
along those recently cured, we removed to
others that were eating tunas also, called
Cultalchuches and Malicones, which speak a
different language, and with them were
others, called Coayos and Swusolas, and on
another side those called Atayos, who were
at war with the Swusolas, and exchanging
arrow shots with them every day.

Nothing was talked about in this whole
country but of the wonderful cures which
God, Our Lord, performed through us, and
so they came from many places to be cured
and after having been with us two days
some Indians of the Susolas begged Castillo
to go and attend to a man who had been

wounded, as well as to others that were sick
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and among whom, they said, was one on the
point of death. Castillo was very timid, es-
pecially in difficult and dangerous cases, and
always afraid that his sins might interfere
and prevent the cures from being effective.
Therefore the Indians told me to go and
perform the cure. They liked me, remem-
bering that I had relieved them while they
were out gathering nuts, for which they had
given us nuts and hides. This had happened
at the time I was coming to join the Chris-
tians. So I had to go, and Dorantes and
Estevanico went with me.

When I came close to their ranches I saw
that the dying man we had been called to
cure was dead, for there were many people
around him weeping and his lodge was tom
down, which is a sign that the owner has
died. I found the Indian with eyes up-
turned, without pulse and with all the marks
of lifelessness. At least so it seemed to me,
and Dorantes said the same. I removed a
mat with which he was covered, and as best
I could prayed to Our Lord to restore his
health, as well as that of all the others who

might be in need of it, and after having
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made the sign of the cross and breathed on
him many times they brought his bow and
presented it to me, and a basket of ground
tunas, and took me to many others who
were suﬁering from vertigo. They gave
me two more baskets of tunas, which I left
to the Indians that had come with us. Then
we returned to our quarters.

Our Indians to whom I had given the
tunas remained there, and at night re-
turned telling, that the dead man whom
I attended to in their presence had resus-
citated, rising from his bed, had walked
about, eaten and talked to them, and that
all those treated by me were well and in
very good spirits. This caused great sur-
prise and awe, and all over the land noth-
ing else was spoken of. All who heard it
came to us that we might cure them and
bless their children, and when the Indians
in our company (who were the Cultal-
chulches) had to return to their country, be-
fore parting they offered us all the tunas
they had for their journey, not keeping a
single one, and gave us flint stones as long

as one and a-half palms, with which they cut
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and that are greatly prized among them.
They begged us to remember them and pray
to God to keep them always healthy, which
we promised to do, and so they left, the hap-
piest people upon earth, having given us the
very best they had.

We remained with the Avavares Indians
for eight months, according to our reckon-
ing of the moons. During that time they
came for us from many places and said that
verily we were children of the sun. Until
- then Dorantes and the negro had not made
any cures, but we found ourselves so
pressed by the Indians coming from all
sides, that all of us had to become medicine
men. I was the most daring and reckless of
all in undertaking cures. We never treated
anyone that did not afterwards say he was
well, and they had such confidence in our
skill as to believe that none of them would
die as long as we were among them. _,-/

These Indians and the ones we left be-
hind told us a very strange tale. From their
account it may have occurred fifteen or six-
teen years ago. They said there wandered

then about the country a man, whom they
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called “Bad Thing,” of small stature and
with a beard, although they never could see
his features clearly, and whenever he would
approach their dwellings their hair would
stand on end and they began to tremble. In
the doorway of the lodge there would then
appear a firebrand. That man thereupon
came in_and took hold of anyone he chose,
and with a sharp knife of flint, as broad as a
hand and two palms in length, he cut their
side, and, thrusting his hand through the
gash, took out the entrails, cutting off a
piece one palm long, which he threw into
the fire. Afterwards he made three cuts in
one of the arms, the second one at the place
where people are usually bled, and twisted
the arm, but reset it soon afterwards. Then
he placed his hands on the wounds, and they
told us that they closed at once. Many
times he appeared among them while they
were dancing, sometimes in the dres} of a
woman and again as a man, and whenever
he took a notion to do it he would seize the
hut or lodge, take it up into the air and come
down with it again with a great crash. They

also told us how, many a time, they set food
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before him, but he never would partake of
it, and when they asked him where he came
from and where he had his home, he
pointed to a rent in the earth and said his
house was down below.%

We laughed very much at those stories,
making fun of them, and then, seeing our
incredulity they brought to us many of
those whom, they said, he had taken, and
we saw the scars of his slashes in the places
and as they told. We told them he was a
demon and explained as best we could that
if they would believe in God, Our Lord, and
be Christians like ourselves, they would not
have to fear that man, nor would he come
and do such things unto them, and they
might be sure that as long as we were in this
country he would not dare to appear again.
At this they were greatly pleased and lost
much of their apprehension.

The same Indians told us they had seen
the Asturian and Figueroa with other In-
dians further along on the coast, which we

"There is no mention of this story in Oviedo.
What may be the basis for it is impossible to
conjecture. It may have been a tradition, but
completely misunderstood, hence misreported, by
the Spaniards.
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had named of the figs. All those people had
no reckoning by either sun or moon, nor do
they count by months and years; they judge
of the seasons by the ripening of fruits, by
the time when fish die and by the appear-
ance of the stars, in all of which they are
very clever and expert. While with them
we were always well treated, although our
food was never too plentiful, and we had to
carry our own water and wood. Their dwell-
ings and their food are like those of the
others, but they are much more exposed to
starvation, having neither maize nor acorns
or nuts. We always went about naked like
they and covered ourselves at night with
deer skins.

During six of the eighteen months we
were with them we suffered much from
hunger, because they do not have fish either.
At the end of that time the tunas began to
ripen, and without their noticing it we left
and went to other Indians further ahead,
called Maliacones, at a distance of one day’s
travel. Three days after I and the negro
reached there I sent him back to get Castillo

and Dorantes, and after they rejoined me we
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all departed in company of the Indians, who
went to eat a small fruit of some trees. On
this fruit they subsist for ten or twelve days
until the tunas are fully ripe. There they
joined other Indians called Arbadaos, whom
we found to be so sick, emaciated and swol-
len that we were greatly astonished. The
Indians with whom we had come went back
on the same trail, and we told them that we
wished to remain with the others, at which
they showed grief. So we remained with
the others in the field near their dwell-
ings.

When the Indians saw us they clustered
together, after having talked among them-
selves, and each one of them took the one of
us whom he claimed by the hand and they
led us to their homes. While with those we
suffered more from hunger than among any
of the others, In the course of a whole day
we did not eat more than two handfuls of
the fruit, which was green and contained so
much milky juice that our mouths were
burnt by it. As water was very scarce, who-
ever ate of them became very thirsty. And

we finally grew so hungry that we pur-
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chased two dogs, in exchange for nets and
other things, and a hide with which I used
to cover myself. I have said already that
through all that country we went naked, and
not being accustomed to it, like snakes we
shed our skin twice a year. Exposure to
the sun and air covered our chests and backs
with big sores that made it very painful to
carry the big and heavy loads, the ropes of
which cut into the flesh of our arms.

The country is so rough and overgrown
that often after we had gathered firewood
in the timber and dragged it out, we would
bleed freely from the thorns and spines
which cut and slashed us wherever they
touched. Sometimes it happened that I was
unable to carry or drag out the firewood
after I had gathered it with much loss of
blood. In all that trouble my only relief or
consolation was to remember the passion of
our Saviour, Jesus Christ, and the blood He
shed for me, and to ponder how much
greater His sufferings had been from the
thorns, than those I was then enduring. I
made a contract with the Indians to make

combs, arrows, bows and nets for them.
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Also we made matting of which their lodges
are constructed and of which they are in
very great need, for, although they know
how to make it, they do not like to do any
work, in order to be able to go in quest of
food. Whenever they work they suffer
greatly from hunger.

Again, they would make me scrape skins
and tan them, and the greatest luxury I en-
joyed was on the day they would give me
a skin to scrape, because I scraped it very
deep in order to eat the parings, whichwould
last me two or three days. It also happened
to us, while being with these Indians and
those before mentioned, that we would eat'a
piece of meat which they gave us, raw, be-
cause if we broiled it the first Indian coming
along would snatch and eat it; it seemed
useless to take any pains, in view of what
we might expect ; neither were we particular
to go to any trouble in order to have it broil-
ed and might just as well eat it raw. Such
was the life we led there, and even that
scanty maintenance we had to earn through
the objects made by our own hands for

barter.
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v FTER we had eaten the dogs it
gs seemed to us that we had enough
strength to go further on, so we
commended ourselves to the guidance of
God, Our Lord, took leave of these Indians,
and they put us on the track of others of
their language who were nearby. While on
ourwayit began to rain and rained thewhole
day. We lost the trail and found ourselves
in a big forest, where we gathered plenty of
leaves of tunas which we roasted that same
night in an oven made by ourselves, and so
much heat did we give them that in the
morning they were fit to be eaten. After
eating them we recommended ourselves to
God again, and left, and struck the trail we
had lost. '

Issuing from the timber, we met other
Indian dwellings, where we saw two women
and some boys, who were so frightened at
the sight of us that they fled to the forest to
call the men that were in the woods. When
these came they hid behind trees to peep at
us. We called them and they approached

in great fear. After we addressed them
s
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they told us they were very hungry and that
nearby were many of their own lodges, and
they would take us to them. So that night
we reached a site where there were fifty
dwellings, and the people were stupefied at
seeing us and showed much fear. After
they had recovered from their astonishment
they approached and put their hands to our
faces and bodies and afterwards to their
faces and bodies also. We stayed there that
night, and in the morning they brought
their sick people, begging us to cross them,
and gave us of what they had to eat, which
were leaves of tunas and green tunas
baked.

For the sake of this good treatment, giv-
ing us all they had, content with being with-
out anything for our sake, we remained with
them several days, and during that time
others came from further on. When those
were about to leave we told the first ones
that we intended to accompany them. This
made them very sad, and they begged us on
their knees not to go. But we went and left
them in tears at our departure, as it pained

them greatly.
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ROM the Island of Ill-Fate on,all the
F Indians whom we met as far as to
here have the custom of not cohabit-
ing with their wives when these are preg-
nant, and until the child is two years old.?*
Children are nursed to the age of twelve
years, when they are old enough to gather
their own food. We asked them why they
brought their children up in that way and
they replied, it was owing to the great scar-
city of food all over that country, since it
was common (as we saw) to be without it
two or three days, and even four, and for
that reason they nursed the little ones so
long to preserve them from perishing
through hunger. And even if they should
survive, they would be very delicate and
weak. When one falls sick he is left to die
in the field unless he be somebody’s child:
Other invalids, if unable to travel, are aban-
doned; but a son or brother is taken
along.
There is also a custom for husbands to

2Not in Oviedo. He mentions it, however (on

p. 617), as stated by Cabeza de Vaca in his book.

The same in regard to the following sentences.
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leave their wives if they do not agree, and
to remarry whom they please ; this applies to
the young men, but after they have had chil-
dren they stay with their women and do not
leave them.

When, in any village, they quarrel among
themselves, they strike and beat each other
until worn out, and only then do they sepa-
rate. Sometimes their women step in and
separate them, but men never interfere in
these brawls. Nor do they ever use bow
and arrow, and after they have fought and
settled the question, they take their lodges
and women and go out into the field to live
apart from the others till their anger is
over, and when they are no longer angry
and their resentment has passed away they
return to the village and are as friendly
again as if nothing had happened. There
is no need of mediation. When the
quarrel is between unmarried people they
go to some of the neighbors, who, even if
they be enemies, will receive them well, with
great festivities and gifts of what they have,
so that, when’ pacified, they return to their

village wealthy.
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They all are warriors and so astute in
guarding themselves from an enemy as if
trained in continuous wars and in Italy.
When in places where their enemies can
offend them, they set their lodges on the
edge of the roughest and densest timber and
dig a trench close to it in which they sleep.
The men at arms are hidden by brushwood
and have their loopholes, and are so well
covered and concealed that even at close
range they cannot be seen.

To the densest part of the forest they
open a very narrow trail and there ar-
range a sleeping place for their women
and children. As night sets in they
build fires in the lodges, so that if there
should be spies about, these would think
the people to sleep there. And before
sunrise they light the same fires again.
Now, ditches, without being seen or dis-
covered.

In case there are no forests wherein they
can hide thus and prepare their ambushes,
they settle on the plain wherever it appears
most appropriate, surrounding the place

with trenches protected by brushwood. In
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these they open loopholes through which
they can reach the enemy with arrows, and
those parapets they build for the night.
While I was with the Aguenes and these
not on their guard, their enemies surprised
them at midnight, killing three and wound-
ing a mimber, so that they fled from their
- houses to the forest. As soon, however, as
they noticed that the others had gone they
went back, picked up all the arrows the
others had spent and left and followed them
as stealthily as possible. That same night
they reached the others’dwellings unnoticed,
and at sunrise attacked, killing five, be-
sides wounding a great many. The rest
made their escape, leaving homes and
bows behind, with all their other belong-
ings.

- A short time after this the women of
those calling themselves Guevenes came,
held a parley and made them friends again,
but sometimes women are also the cause of
war. All those people when they have per-
sonal questions and are not of one family,
kill each other in a treacherous way and deal

most cruelly with one another.
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HOSE Indians are the readiest peo-
T ple with their weapons of all I have
seen in the world, for when they
suspect the approach of an enemy they lie
awake all night with their bows within
reach and a dozen of arrows, and before one
goes to sleep he tries his bow, and should
the string not be to his liking he arranges
it until it suits him. Often they crawl out
of their dwellings so as not to be seen and
look and spy in every direction after danger,
and if they detect anything, in less than no
time are they all out in the field with their
bows and arrows. Thus they remain until
daybreak, running hither and thither when-
ever they see danger or suspect their ene-
mies might approach. When day comes
they unstring their bows until they go hunt-
ing.

The strings of their bows are made of
deer sinews. They fight in a crouching pos-
ture, and while shooting at each other talk
and dart from one side to the other to dodge
the arrows of the foe. In this way they re-

ceive little damage from our crossbows and
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muskets. On the contrary, the Indians

laugh at those weapons, because they are not

\ dangerous to them on the plains over which

they roam. They are only good in narrows
nd in swamps. :

\

Horses are what the Indians dread most,
and by means of which they will be over-
come.

( Whoever has to fight Indians must take
great care not to let them think he is dis-
. heartened or that he covets what they own;
/' in war they must be treated very harshly,
. for 'should they notice either fear or greed,
' they are the people who know how to abide
_ their time for revenge and to take courage
from the fears of their enemy.} After spend-
ing all their arrows, they part, going each
their own way, and without attempting pur-
suit, although one side might have more
men than the other; such is their custom.

Many times they are shot through and
through with arrows, but do not die from
the wounds as long as the bowels or heart
are not touched; on the contrary, they re-
cover quickly. Their eyesight, hearing and

senses in general are better, I believe, than
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those of any other men upon earth. They.
can stand, and have to stand, much hunger, .
thirst and cold, being more accustomed and -
used to it than others. This I wished to
state here, since, besides that all men are
curious to know the habits and devices of
others, such as might come in contact with
those people should be informed of their
customs and deeds, which will be of no
small profit to them.

and languages met with from the Is-

land of Ill-Fate to the last ones, the
Cuchendados. On the Island of Ill-Fate
two languages are spoken, the ones they call
Capoques, the others Han. On the main-
land, facing the island, are others, called of
Charruco, who take their name from the
woods in which they live. Further on, along
the seashore, are others, who call themselves
Deguénes, and in front of them others
named those of Mendica. Further on, on
the coast, are the Quevenes, in front fur-

ther inland the Mariames, and following
123
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the coast we come to the Guaycones, and in
front of them inland the Yeguaces. After
those come the Atayos, and behind them
others, called Decubadaos, of whom there
are a great many further on in this direc-
tion. On the coast live the Guitoles, and in
front of them, inland, the Chauauares.
These are joined by the Maliacones and the
Cultalchulches and others called Swusolas
and Comos, ahead on the coast are the
Camolas, and further on those whom we call
the people of the figs.®®

All those people have homes and villages
and speak different languages. Among them
is a language wherein they call men mira
aca, arraca, and dogs x0.

In this whole country they make them-
selves drunk by a certain smoke for which
they give all they have. They also drink
something which they extract from leaves of

®Q0viedo gives no names of tribes. How far
they may be reliable is extremely problematic. In
the first place, it is very doubtful if Cabeza de
Vaca understood as much of the language of the
different tribes as he insinuates; and next, even
if they are really names of distinct tribes or bands,
we cannot determine whether they were those
which they gave to themselves or those given to
them by others, which is always a great dif-
ference.
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trees, like unto water-oak, toasting them on
the fire in a vessel like a low-necked bottle.
When the leaves are toasted they fill' the
vessel with water and hold it over the fire
so long until it has thrice boiled ; then they
pour the liquid into a bow] made of a gourd
cut in twain. As soon as there is much foam
on it they drink it as hot as they can stand,
and from the time they take it out of the
first vessel until they drink they shout,
“Who wants to drink?” When the women
hear this they stand still at once, and al-
though they carry a very heavy load do not
dare to move. Should one of them stir, she
is dishonored and beaten. In a great rage
they spill the liquid they have prepared and
spit out what they drank, easily and without
pain. The reason for this custom, they say,
is that when they want to drink that water
and the women stir from the spot where
they first hear the shouts, an evil substance
gets into the liquid that penetrates their
bodies, causing them to die before long. All
the time the water boils the vessel must be
kept covered. Should it be uncovered while

a woman comes along they pour it out and
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do not drink of it. It is yellow and they
drink it for three days without partaking of
any food, each consuming an arroba and a
half every day.

When the women are ill they only seek
food for themselves, because nobody else
cats of what they bring.®*

During the time I was among them I saw
something very repulsive, namely, a man
married to another. Such are impotent and
womanish beings, who dress like women and
. perform the office of women, but use the
bow and: carry big loads. Among these In-
dians we saw many of them; they are more
robust than the other men, taller, and can
bear heavy burthens.

After parting from those we had left in
tears, we went with the others to their homes
and were very well received. They brought
us their children to touch, and gave us much
mezquite-meal. This mezquiquez®® is a fruit

“Not in Letter to Audiencia, but Oviedo men-
tions it as contained in Cabeza de Vaca.

*The well-known Mesquite tree. The report
in Oviedo does not make mention of it, but in
Chapter VII, of Book XXXV, Vol. III, p. 617,
Oviedo copies almost literally this passage rela-
tive to Mesquite, ”
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which, while on the tree, is very bitter and
like the carob bean. It is eaten with earth
and then becomes sweet and very palatable.
The way they prepare it is to dig a hole in
the ground, of the depth it suits them, and
after the fruit is put in that hole, with a
piece of wood, the thickness of a leg and one
and a half fathoms long they pound it to a
meal, and to the earth that mixes with it in
the hole they add several handfuls and
pound again for a while. After that they
empty it into a vessel, like a small, round
basket, and pour in enough water to cover it
fully, so that there is water on top. Then
the one who has done the pounding tastes
it, and if it appears to him not sweet enough
he calls for more earth to add, and this he
does until it suits his taste. Then all squat
around and every one reaches out with his
hand and takes as much as he can. The
seeds and peelings they set apart on hides,
and the one who has done the pounding
throws them back into the vessel, pouring
water over them again. They squeeze out
the juice and water, and the husks and seeds
they again put on hides, repeating the opera-
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tion three or four times at every pounding.
Those who take part in that banquet, which
is for them a great occasion, get very big
bellies from the earth and water they
swallow.

Now, of this, the Indians made a great
feast in our behalf, and danced and cele-
brated all the time we were with them. And
at night six Indians, to each one of us, kept
watch at the entrance to the lodge we slept
in, without allowing anybody to enter be-
fore sunrise.

When we were about to leave some
women happened to come, that belonged to
Indians living further on, and, informing
ourselves where their abodes were, we left,
although the Indians entreated us to remain
a day longer, since the place we wanted to
go to was very far away, and there was no
trail to it. They showed us how the women
who had just arrived were tired, but that
if we would let them rest until the next day,
they then would accompany and guide us.
We left, nevertheless, and soon the women
followed with others of the village.

There being no trails in that country, we
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soon lost our way. At the end of four
leagues we reached a spring, and there met
the women who had followed us, and who
told us of all they had gone through until
they fell in with us again. We went on,
taking them along as guides.

In the afternoon we crossed a big river,
the water being more than waist-deep. It
may have been as wide as the one of Sevilla,
and had a swift current. At sunset we
reached a hundred Indian huts and, as we

_approached, the people came out to receive
us, shouting frightfully, and slapping their
thighs. They carried perforated gourds
filled with pebbles, which are ceremonial ob-
jects of great importance. They only use
them at dances, or as medicine, to cure, and
nobody dares touch themt but themselves.
They claim that those gourds have healing
virtues, and that they come from Heaven,
not being found in that country; nor do
they know where they come from, except
that the rivers carry them down when they
rise and overflow the land.

So great was their excitement and eager-

ness to touch us that, every one wanting to
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be first, they nearly squeezed us to death,
and, without suffering our feet to touch the
ground, carried us to their abodes. So many
crowded down upon us that we took refuge
in the lodges they had prepared for our ac-
ocommodation, and .in no manner consented
to be feasted by them on that night.

The whole night they spent in celebration
and dancing,®?” and the next morning they
brought us every living soul of that village
to be touched by us and to have the cross
made over them, as with the others. Then
they gave to the women of the other village
who had come with their own a great many

arrows. The next day we went on, and all
the people of that village with us, and when

¥It is perhaps not amiss to call attention here
to the fact that an Indian dance is much more
of a religious performance than a mere rejoicing.
This Cabeza de Vaca, of course, did not, and
could not, know. The dances may just as well
have been, in part at least, conjurations, either
to implore the spirits to intercede for them with
the mysterious strangers, or to protect the In-
dians from any evil the newcomers might intend
to inflict, by rendering them harmless. Of course,
the further on the Spaniards went, and the better
it became known that their actions were beneficial,
the more these ceremonies had to assume the
character of intercession only, coupled with
thanks for the coming (or sending) of such pow-
erfully beneficial beings.
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we came to other Indians were as well re-
ceived as anywhere in the past; they also
gave us of what they had and the deer they
had killed during the day. Among these we
saw a new custom. Those who were with
us took away from those people who came
to get cured their bows and arrows, their
shoes and beads, if they wore any, and
placed them before us to induce us to cure
the sick. As soon as these had been treated
they went away contented and saying they
felt well. :

So we left there also, going to others, by
whom we were also very well received, and
they brought us their sick, who, after we
had made the sign of the cross over them,
would say they were healed, and he who
did not get well still believed we might cure
him. And at what the others whom we had
treated told they rejoiced and danced so
much as not to let us sleep.
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After we left those we went to many other
lodges, but thence on there prevailed a new
custom. While we were received very well
everywhere, those who came with us would
treat those who received us badly, taking
away their belongings and plundering their
homes, without leaving them anything. It
grieved us very much to see how those who
were so good to us were abused. Besides,
we dreaded lest this behavior might cause
trouble and strife. But as we could not ven-
ture to interfere or punish the transgressors,
we had to wait until we might have more
authority over them. Furthermore, the suf-
ferers themselves, noticing how we felt,
comforted us by saying we should not
worry ; that they were so happy at seeing us
as to gladly lose their own, considering it
to be well employed, and besides, that fur-
ther on they would repay themselves from
other Indians who were very rich. On that
whole journey we were much worried by
the number of people following us. We
could not escape them, although we tried,

because they were so anxious to touch us,
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and so obtrusive that in three hours we
could not get through with them.

The following day they brought us all the
people of the village ; most of them had one
eye clouded, while others were totally blind
from the same cause, at which we were
amazed. They are well built, of very good
physique, and whiter than any we had met
until then. There we began to see mountains,
and it seemed as if they swept down from
the direction of the North Sea, and so, from
what the Indians told us, we believe they
are fifteen leagues from the ocean.?®

From there we went with the Indians to-
wards the mountains aforesaid, and they
took us to some of their relatives. They did
not want to lead us anywhere but to their
own people, so as to prevent their enemies
having any share in the great boon which,

®Elsewhere I have observed that the terms,
north, or south, sea, indicate, not the north and
south respectlvely, but east and west; the north
sea being the Atlantic and the south sea the
Pacific. Hence the mountains here mentioned
extended, at least approximately, from east to
west. As will be seen further on, the slopes of
these mountains were covered with “iron slags,”
indicating, volcanic rock. This may lead to_the

identification of the chain of mountains described
by Cabeza de Vaca.
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& they fancied, it was to see us. And as
sxn as we would arrive those that went
with us would sack the houses of the others;
Mt as these knew of the custom before our
ooming, they hid some of their chattels, and,
after receiving us with much rejoicing, they
took out the things which they had concealed
and presented them to us. These were beads
and ochre, and several little bags of silver.®®
We, following the custom, turned the gifts
immediately over to the Indians who had
come in our company, and after they had
given these presents they began their dances
and celebrations, and sent for others from
another village near by to come and look at
us. In the afternoon they all came, and
brought us beads, bows, and other little
things, which we also distributed.

The next day, as we were going to leave,
they all wanted to take us to others of their

®In place of “silver,” the edition of 1555 has
“margarita,” which may stand for mica, or else
foliated gypsum. Mica is more likely. Oviedo
(ut supra) says: “This last relation [the one of
1542] says the Indians gave to those Christians
[Cabeza de Vaca and his companions] some little
bags with silver, which is a mistake of the printer,
who should have put, little bags with margarita
(mica), and not ‘with silver.” ”
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friends, who dwelt on a spur of the moun-
tains. They said there were a great many
lodges, and people who would give us much,
but, as it was out of our way, we did not
want to go there, and continued on the plain,
though near the mountains, thinking them
to be not far from the coast. All the people
there are very bad, and we preferred to cross
the country, as further inland they were bet-
ter inclined, and treated us better. We also
felt sure to find the country more thickly
settled and with more resoufces. Finally,
we did it because, in crossing the country,
we would see much more of its particulars,
so that, in case God our Lord should be
pleased to spare one of us and take him
back to a land of Christians, he might give
an account of it.

When the Indians saw we were deter-
mined not to go whither they wanted, they
said that nobody lived where we intended
to go, neither were there tunas nor any
other food, and they entreated us to tarry
one day longer with them, to which we con-
sented. Two Indians were sent out to look

for people on our proposed route.
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The next day we departed, taking many
of them along, the women carrying water,
and so great had become our authority that
none dared to drink without our permission.
After going two leagues we met the men
sent out in search of people, but who had
not found any. At this the Indians seemed
to show grief, and again begged us to take
the way of the mountains, but we persisted,
and, seeing this, they took mournful leave
of us and turned back down the river to their
homes, while we proceeded along the stream
upwards.

Soon we met two women carrying loads.
As they descried us they stood still, put
down their loads, and brought us of what
these contained, which was cornmeal, and
told us that higher up on the river we would
meet with dwellings, plenty of tunas, and
of that same meat. We left them, as they
were going to those from whom we had
just taken leave, and walked on until at sun-
set we reached a village of about twenty
lodges, where they received us with tears
and deep sorrow. They already knew that,

wherever we arrived, the people would be
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robbed and plundered by those in our com-
pany. But, seeing us alone, they lost their
fear, and gave us tunas, though nothing
else. We stayed there over night.

At daybreak the same Indians we had
left the day before surprised the lodges, and,
as the people were unprepared, in fancied se-
curity, and had neither time nor place to
hide anything, they were stripped of all their
chattels, at which they wept bitterly. In
consolation, the robbers told them that we
were children of the sun, and had the power
to cure or kill, and other lies, bigger even
than those which they invent to suit their
purposes. They also enjoined them to treat
us with great reverence, and be careful not
to arouse our wrath; to give us all they
had and guide us to where there were many
people, and that wherever we should come
to they should steal and rob everything the
others had, such being the custom.

After giving these instructions, and teach-
ing the people how to behave, they returned,
and left us with these Indians, who, mind-
ful of what the others had said, began to

treat us with the same respect and awe, and
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we travelled in their company for three days.
They took us to where there were many In-
dians, and went ahead to tell them of our
coming, repeating what they had heard and
adding much more to it, for all these In-
1 dians are great gossipers and liars, particu-
{larly when they think it to be to their bene-
ifit.  As we neared the lodges all the in-
mates came out to receive us, with much
rejoicing and display, and, among other
things, two of their medicine-men gave us
two gourds. Thence onward we carried
" gourds, which added greatly to our author-
ity, since they hold these ceremonial objects
very high** Our companions sacked the
dwellings, but as there were many and they
only few in number, they could not carry
away all they took, so that more than half
was left to waste. Thence we turned inland
for more than fifty leagues, following the
slopes of the mountains, and at the end of
them met forty dwellings. '
There, among other things which they
gave us, Andrés Dorantes got a big rattle

“The well-known rattles of the medicine-men,
also used largely in dances.
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of copper, large, on which was represented
a face, and which they held in great esteem.
They said it had been obtained from some of
their neighbors. Upon aéking these whence
it had come, they claimed to have brought
it from the north, where there was much of
it and highly prized. We understood that,
wherever it might have come from, there
must be foundries, and that metal was cast
in molds.** Leaving on the next day, we
crossed a mountain seven leagues long, the
stones of which were iron slags. At night
we came to many dwellings, situated on the
banks of a very beautiful river.

The inmates of these abodes came to re-
ceive us halfways, with their children on
their backs. They gave us a number of
pouches with silver*> and powdered anti-
mony (or lead),*® with which they paint

“This recalls the copper plate on the breast of
a chief Quivira. (Compare the “Journey of
Coronado,” in this series.) That Indian did as
little know the origin of the ornament he was
wearing (although Nebraska lies considerably
nearer the deposits of native copper than Texas)
than the Indians of Cabeza de Vaca. From the
(of course, fancied) belief in the existence of
foundries, we may infer that the rattle was cast.

“Should be mica (margarita).

“This may have been war-paint, both lead and
antimony procuring a dark-bluish hue on the
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their faces, and many beads and robes of
cow-skins, and loaded those who came with
us with all their chattels. These people ate
tunas and pine-nuts; there are in that coun-
try small trees of the sweet pine,** the cones
of which are like small eggs, but the nuts
are better than those of Castilla, because the
husks are thin. When still green they grind
them and make balls that are eaten. When
dried they grind the nuts with the husks,
and eat them as meal. And those who re-
ceived us, as soon as they had touched our
bodies, returned to their houses on a run,
then came again, and never stopped running
back and forth. In this way they brought
us a great many things for our journey.
Here they brought to me a man who, they
told, a long time ago had been shot through
the left side of the back with an arrow, the
head of which stuck close to his heart. He
said it gave him much pain, and that on this

skin. In New Mexico a manganese ore is used
for war-paint.

“Pinus edulis, the well-known Pifion tree with
its edible nuts. If the statement of Cabeza de
Vaca, “in that country,” means the place where
he was then, it must have been somewhere within
the triangle formed by the Rio Grande and the
Pecos rivers, where the nut pine exists to-day.
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account he was sick. I touched the region
of the body and felt the arrowhead, and that
it had pierced the cartilage. So, with a
knife, I cut open the breast as far as the -
place. The arrow point had gotten athwart,
and was very difficult to remove. By cut-
ting deeper, and inserting the point of the
knife, with great difficulty I got it out; it
was very long. Then, with a deer-bone, ac-
cording to my knowledge of surgery, I made
two stitches. After I had extracted the ar-
row they begged me for it, and I gave it
to them. The whole village came back to
look at it, and they sent it further inland
that the people there might see it also.

On account of this cure they made many
dances and festivities, as is their custom.
The next day I cut the stitches, and the In-
dian was well. The cut I had made only
showed a scar like a line in the palm of the
hand, and he said that he felt not the least
pain.

Now, this cure gave, us such fame among
them all over the country as they were cap-
able of conceiving and respecting. We

showed them our rattle,and they told us that
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where it had come from there were a great
many sheets of the same (metal) buried,*®
that it was a thing they valued highly, and
that there were fixed abodes at the place.
We believe it to be near the South Sea, for
we always heard that sea was richer (in
metal) than the one of the north.

After leaving these people we travelled
among so many different tribes and lan-
guages that nobody’s memory can recall
them all, and always they robbed each
other; but those who lost and those who
gained were equally content. The number
of our companions became so large that we
could no longer control them.

Going through these valleys each Indian
carried a club three palms in length. They
all moved in a front, and whenever a hare
(of which there are many) jumped up they
closed in upon the game, and rained such
blows upon it that it was amazing to see.
Thus they drove the hare from one to the
other, and, to my fancy, it was the most
agreeable chase that could be thought of,
for many a time they would come right to

“This seems an allusion to native copper.
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one’s hands ; and when at night we camped
they had given us so many that each one of

us had eight or ten loads.** Those of the
Indians who carried bows would not take
part, but went to the mountains after deer,
and when at night they came back it was
with five or six deer for each one of us, with
birds, quails, and other game; in short, all
those people could kill they set before us,
without ever daring to touch anything, even
if dying of hunger, unless we blessed it
first. Such was their custom from the time
they joined us.

The women brought many mats, with
which they built us houses, one for each of
us and those attached to him.  After this we
would order them to broil all the game, and
they did it quickly in ovens built by them

. for the purpose. We partook of everything
a little, giving the rest to the principal man
among those who had come with us for dis-
tribution among all. Every one then came
with the share he had received for us to
breathe on it and bless it, without which they

“This recalls the ceremonial rabbit-hunt of the
Pueblo Indians of New Mexico.
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left it untouched. Often we had with us
three to four thousand persons. And it was
very tiresome to have to breathe on and
make the sign of the cross over every morsel
they ate or drank. For many other things
which they wanted to do they would come
to ask our permission, so that it is easy to
realize how greatly we were bothered. The
women brought us tunas, spiders, worms,
and whatever else they could find, for they
would rather starve than partake of any-
thing that had not first passed through our
hands. :

While travelling with those, we crossed
a big river coming from the north and, tra-
versing about thirty leagues of plains, met
a number of people that came from afar to
meet us on the trail, who treated us like the
foregoing ones.

Thence on there was a change in the man-
ner of reception, insofar as those who would
meet us on the trail with gifts were no
. longer robbed by the Indians of our com-
pany, but after we had entered their homes
they tendered us all they possessed, and the

dwellings also. We turned over everything
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to the principals for distribution. Invariably
those who had been deprived of their be-
longings would follow us, in order to re-
. pair their losses, so that our retinue became
very large. They would tell them to be
careful and not conceal anything of what
they owned, as it could not be done with-
out our knowledge, and then we would
cause their death. So much did they frighten
them that on the first few days after join-
ing us they would be trembling all the time,
and would not dare to speak or lift their
eyes to Heaven.

Those guided us for more than fifty
leagues through a desert of very rugged
mountains, and so arid that there was no
game. Consequently we suffered much from
lack of food, and finally forded a very big
river, with its water reaching to our chest.
Thence on many of our people began to
show the effects of the hunger and hard-
ships they had undergone in those moun-
tains, which were extremely barren and tire-
some to travel.

The same Indians led us to a plain be-

yond the chain of mountains, where people
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came to meet us from a long distance. By
those we were treated in the same manner
as before, and they made so many presen'ts
to the Indians who came with us that, un-
able to carry all, they left half of it. We
told the givers to take it back, so as not to
have it lost, but they refused, saying it was
not their custom to take back what they
had once offered, and so it was left to waste.
We told these people our route was towards
sunset, and they replied that in that direction
people lived very far away. So we ordered
them to send there and inform the inhabi-
tants that we were coming and how. From
this they begged to be excused, because the
others were their enemies, and they did not
want us to go to them. Yet they did not
venture to disobey in the end, and sent two
women, one of their own and the other
a captive. They selected women because
these can trade everywhere, even if there
be war.

We followed the women to a place where
it had been agreed we should wait for them.
After five days they had not yet returned,

and the Indians explained that it might be
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because they had not found anybody. So
we told them to take us north, and they re-
peated that there were no people, except very
far away, and neither food nor water.
Nevertheless we insisted, saying that we
wanted to go there, and they still excused
themselves as best they could, until at last
we became angry.

One night I went away to sleep out in
the field apart from them; but they soon
came to where I was, and remained awake
all night in great alarm, talking to me, say-
ing how frightened they were. They en-
treated us not to be angry any longer, be-
cause, even if it was their death, they would
take us where we chose. We feigned to be
angry still, so as to keep them in suspense,
and then a singular thing happened.

On that same day many fell sick, and
on the next day eight of them died! All
over the country, where it was known,
they became so afraid that it seemed as if
the mere sight of us would kill them. They
besought us not to be angry nor to procure
the death of any more of their number, for

they were convinced that we killed them
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by merely thinking of it. In truth, we were
very much concerned about it, for, seeing
the great mortality, we dreaded that all of
them might die or forsake us in their terror,
while those further on, upon learning of it,
would get out of our way hereafter. We
prayed to God our Lord to assist us, and the
sick began to get well. Then we saw some-
thing that astonished us very much, and it
was that, while the parents, brothers and
wives of the dead had shown deep grief at
their illness, from the moment they died the
survivors made no demonstration whatso-
ever, and showed not the slightest feeling;
nor did they dare to go near the bodies until
we ordered their burial.

In more than fifteen days that we re-
mained with them we never saw them talk
together, neither did we see a child that
laughed or cried. One child, who had be-
gun to cry, was carried off some distance,
and with some very sharp mice-teeth they
scratched it from the shoulders down to
nearly the legs. Angered by this act of
cruelty, I took them to task for it, and they

said it was done to punish the child for hav-
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ing wept in my presence. Their apprehen-
sions caused the others that came to see us
to give us what they had, since they knew
that we did not take anything for ourselves,
but left it all to the Indians.

Those were the most docile people we mei
in the country, of the best complexion, and
on the whole well built.

The sick being on the way of recovery,
when we had been there already three days,
the women whom we had sent out returned,
saying that they had met very few people,
nearly all having gone after the cows, as
it was the season. So we ordered those
who had been sick to remain, and those
who were well to accompany us, and that,
two days’ travel from there, the same
women should go with us and get people
to come to meet us on the trail for our
reception.

The next morning all those who were
_strong enough came along, and at the end
of three journeys we halted. Alonso del Cas-
tillo and Estevanico, the negro, left with the
women as guides, and the woman who was

a captive took them to a river that flows
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between mountains,*” where there was a vil-
lage, in which her father lived, and these
were the first abodes we saw that were like
unte real houses. Castillo and Estevanico
went to these and, after holding parley
with the Indians, at the end of three days
Castillo returned to where he had left us,
bringing with him five or six of the In-
dians. He told how he had found perma-
nent houses, inhabited, the people of which
ate beans and squashes,*® and that he had
also seen maize.

Of all things upon earth this caused us
the greatest pleasure, and we gave endless
thanks to our Lord for this news. Castillo
also said that the negro was coming to meet
us on the way, near by, with all the people
of the houses. For that reason we started,
and after going a league and a half met the
negro and the people that came to receive

“"This being the last important stream met by
the wanderers before they reached the Pacific
.states of Mexico, it may be permitted to inquire
whether it was not perhaps the Rio Grande, in
which case the stream previously mentioned, and
along which the “cows” were roaming, was the
Pecos.

“The originals have “melones,” but I have no
doubt that a species of squash is meant.
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us, who gave us beans and many squashes
to eat, gourds to carry water in, robes of
cowhide, and other things. As those people
and the Indians of our company were ene-
mies, and did not understand each other,
we took leave of the latter, leaving them
all that had been given to us, while we went
on with the former and, six leagues beyond,
when night was already approaching,
reached their houses, where they received us
with great ceremonies. Here we remained
one day, and left on the next, taking them
with us to other permanent houses, where
they subsisted on the same food also, and
thence on we found a new custom. '
The people who heard of our approach
did not, as before, come out to meet us on
the way, but we found them at their homes,
and they had other houses ready for us.
They were all seated with their faces turned
to the wall, the heads bowed and the hair
pulled over the eyes. Their belongings had
been gathered in a heap in the middle of the
floor, and thence on they began to give us
many robes of skins. There was nothing

they would not give us. They are the best
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formed people we have seen, the liveliest
and most capable; who best understood us
and answered our questions. We called
them “of the cows,” because most of the
cows die near there,* and because for more
than fifty leagues up that stream they go to
kill many of them. Those people go com-
pletely naked, after the manner of the first
we met. The women are covered with deer-
skins, also some men, especially the old ones,
who are of no use any more in war.

The country is well settled. We asked
them why they did not raise maize, and they
replied that they were afraid of losing the
crops, since for two successive years it had
not rained, and the seasons were so dry
that the moles had eaten the corn, so that
they did not dare to plant any more until
it should have rained very hard. And they
also begged us to ask Heaven for rain,
which we promised to do. We also wanted to
know from where they brought their maize,
and they said it came from where the sun
sets, and that it was found all over that

'

“Which is to say, that they are hunted and

killed in that vicinity.
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country, and the shortest way to it was in
that direction. We asked them to tell us
how to go, as they did not want to go them-
selves, to tell us about the way.

They said we should travel up the river
towards the north, on which trail for seven-
teen days we would not find a thing to eat,
except a fruit called chacan, which they
grind between stones; but even then it can-
not be eaten, being so coarse and dry; and
so it was, for they showed it to us and we
could not eat it. But they also said that,
going upstream, we would always travel
among people who were their enemies, al-
though speaking the same language, and
who could give us no food, but would re-
ceive us very willingly, and give us many
cotton blankets, hides and other things; but
that it seemed to them that we ought not
to take that road. :

In doubt as to what should be done, and
which was the best and most advantageous
road to take, we remained with them for
two days. They gave us beans, squashes,*®
and calabashes. Their way of cooking them

®Original has “melones.”
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is so new and strange that I felt like de-
scribing it here, in order to show how dif-
ferent and queer are the devices and indus-
tries of human beings. They have no pots.
In order to cook their food they fill a middle-
sized gourd with water, and place into a
fire such stones as easily become heated, and
when they are hot to scorch they take them
out with wooden tongs, thrusting them into
the water of the gourd, until it boils. As
soon as it boils they put into it what they
want to cook, always taking out the stones
as they cool off and throwing in hot ones
to keep the water steadily boiling. This is
their way of cooking.

After two days were past we determined
to go in search of maize, and not to follow
the road to the cows, since the latter car-
ried us to the north, which meant a very
great circuit, as we held it always certain
that by going towards sunset we should
reach the goal of our wishes.®

"By following the Rio Grande from the mouth
of the Pecos, they indeed would have travelled
almost due west for about a hundred and fifty

154

Downloaded from www.greatestadventurers.com



ALVAR NUNEZ CABEZA DE VACA

So we went on our way and traversed the
whole country to the South Sea, and our
resolution was not shaken by the fear of
great starvation, which the Indians said we
should -suffer (and indeed suffered) during
the first seventeen days of travel. All along
the river, and in the course of these seven-
teen days we received plenty of cowhides,
and did not eat of their famous fruit (cha-
can), but our food consisted (for each day)
of a handful of deer-tallow, which for that
purpose we always sought to keep, and so
endured these seventeen days, at the end of
which we crossed the river and marched
for seventeen days more. At sunset, on a
plain between very high mountains, we met
people who, for one-third of the year, eat
but powdered straw, and as we went by
just at that time, had to eat it also, until, at
the end of that journey we found some
permanent houses, with plenty of harvested
maize, of which and of its meal they gave
us great quantities, also squashes and beans,
and blankets of cotton, with all of which

miles, and thence northwest for about eighty
miles more, by air line; whereas, by ascending
the Pecos they had to go due north.
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we loaded those who had conducted us
thither, so that they went home the most
contented people upon earth. We gave God
our Lord many thanks for having taken us
where there was plenty to eat.

Among the houses there were several
made of earth, and others of cane matting;
and from here we travelled more than a
hundred leagues, always meeting permanent
houses and a great stock of maize and beans,
and they gave us many deer (-hides?) and
blankets of cotton better than those of New
Spain. They also gave us plenty of beads
made out of the coral found in the South
Sea; many good turquoises, which they get
from the north ; they-fmatly gave us all they
had ; and Dorantes they presented with five
emeralds, shaped as arrow-points, which ar-
rows they use in their feasts and dances."?
As they appeared to be of very good qual.-
ity, I asked whence they got them from, and

®“The “emeralds” are not mentioned in the re-
port published by Oviedo, but Oviedo himself re-
fers to them (p. 618) from the 1542 edition. It
is not unlikely they were malachites. I saw, in
possession of a prominent medicine-man from the
Pueblo of San Juan, in New Mexico, a plate of
malachite shaped like a large, blunt knife, which
he said had gome from 6Chihuahua. It was, of
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they said it was from some very high moun-
tains toward the north, where they traded
for them with feather-bushes and parrot-
plumes, and they said also that there were
villages with many people and very big
houses.

Among those people we found the women
better treated than in any other part of the
Indies as far as we have seen. They wear
skirts of cotton that reach as far as the knee,
and over them half-sleeves of scraped deer-
skin, with strips that hang down to the
ground, and which they clean with certain
roots, that clean very well and thus keep
them tidy. The shirts are open in front and
tied with strings ; they wear shoes.

All those people came to us that we might
touch and cross them; and they were so ob-
trusive as to make it difficult to endure since
all, sick and healthy, wanted to be crossed.
It happened frequently that women of our
company would give birth to children and
course, not transparent, but had a fine emerald
hue, with dendrites. In South America (Peru
and Bolivia) among the common people emeralds
having a so-called “garden”—that is, imperfectly
tran arent sFeamens—are highly prized, pro-

thejr color is deep green,
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forthwith bring them to have the sign of the
cross made over them and the babes be
touched by us. They always accompanied
us until we were again in the care of others,
and all those people believed that we came
from Heaven. What they do not under-
stand or is new to them they are wont to
say it comes from above.

While travelling with these we used to go
the whole day~ without food, until night, and
then we would eat so little that the Indians
were amazed. They never saw us tired, be-
cause we were, in reality, so inured to hard-
ships as not to feel them any more. We
exercised great authority over them, and
carried ourselves with much gravity, and,
in order to maintain it, spoke very little to
them. It was the negro who talked to them
all the time; he inquired about the road we
should follow, the villages—in short, about
everything we wished to know. We came
across a great variety and number of lan-
guages, and God our Lord favored us with
a knowledge of all, because they always
could understand us and we understood

them, so that when we asked they would
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answer by signs, as if they spoke our tongue
and we theirs; for, although we spoke six
languages,®® not everywhere could we use
them, since we found more than a thousand
different ones. In that part of the country
those who were at war would at once make
peace and become friendly to each other, in
order to meet us and bring us all they pds-
sessed ; and thus we left the whole country
at peace.

We told them, by signs which they under-
stood, that in Heaven there was a man called,””
God, by us, who had created Heaven and
earth, and whom we worshipped as our
Lord; that we did as he ordered us to do,
all good things coming from his hand, and
that if they were to do the same they would
become very happy; and so well were they
inclined that, had there been a language in
which we could have made ourselves per-
fectly understood, we would have left them
all Christians. All this we gave them to
understand as clearly as possible, and since
then, when the sun rose, with great shout

®The acquiring of six Indian languages in the
course of eight years, through practice 1mposed
by necessity, is not impossible,
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ing they would lift their clasped hands to
Heaven and then pass them all over their
body. The same they did at sunset. They
are well conditioned people, apt to follow
any line which is well traced for them.

In the village where they had given us
the emeralds, they also gave Dorantes over
six hundred hearts of deer, opened, of which
they kept always a great store for eating.
For this reason we gave to their settlement
the name of “village of the hearts.” Through
it leads the pass into many provinces near
the South Sea, and any one who should at-
tempt to get there by another route must
surely be lost, as there is no maize on the
coast, and they eat powdered fox-tail grass,
straw, and fish, which they catch in the sea
in rafts, for they have no canoes. The
women cover their loins with straw and
grass. They are a very shy and surly
people. ’

We believe that, near the coast, in a line
with the villages which we followed, there
are more than a thousand leagues of inhab-

ited land, where they have plenty of victuals,
160

Downloaded from www.greatestadventurers.com



ALVAR NUNEZ CABEZA DE VACA

since they raise three crops of beans and
maize in the year. There are three kinds
of deer, one kind as large as calves are in
Castilla. The houses in which they live are
huts. They have a poison, from certain trees
of the size of our apple treés. They need but
pick the fruit and rub their arrows with it;
and if there is no fruit they take a branch

and with its milky sap do the same. Many .

of those trees are so poisonous that
if the leaves are pounded and washed
in water near by, the deer, or any other
animal that drinks of it burst at once.** In
this village we stayed three days, and at a
day’s journey from it was another one,
where such a rain overtook us that, as the
river rose high, we could not cross it, and
remained there fifteen days. -

During this time Castillo saw, on the neck
of an Indian, a little buckle from a sword-
belt, and in it was sewed a horseshoe nail.
He took it from the Indian, and we asked

“Not in the report given by Oviedo, but men-
tioned by him as from the edition of 1542 (p.
618). The village of the “hearts” is a point well
established in southern central Sonora. (See
“The Journey of Coronado,” in this series, by
Mr. Winship.) 6
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THE JOURNEY OF

what it was; they said it had come from
Heaven. We further asked who had
brought it, and they answered that some
men, with beards like ours, had come from
Heaven to that river; that they had horses,
lances and swords, and had lanced two of
them.

As cautiously as possible, we then in-
quired what had become of those men; and
they replied they had gone to sea, putting
their lances into the water and going into
it themselves, and that afterwards they saw
them on top of the waves moving towards
sunset.

We gave God our Lord many thanks for
- what we had heard, for we were despairing
to ever hear of Christians again. On the
other hand, we were in great sorrow and
much dejected, lest those people had come by
sea for the sake of discovery only. Finally,
having such positive notice of them, we has-
tened onward, always finding more traces of
the Christians, and we told the Indians that
we were now sure to find the Christians,
and would tell them not to kill Indians

or make them slaves, nor take them out of
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their country, or do any other harm, and of
that they were very glad.

We travelled over a great part of the
country, and found it all deserted, as the
people had fled to the mountains, leaving
houses and fields out of fear of the Chris-
tians. This filled our hearts with sorrow, =
seeing the land so fertile and beautiful, so
full of water and streams, but abandoned
and the places burned down, and the people,’ .
so thin and wan, fleeing and hiding; and |
as they did not raise any crops their desti-
tution had become so great that they ate
tree-bark and roots. Of this distress we had
our share all the way along, because, they
could provide little for us in their indigence,
and it looked as if they were going to die.
They brought us blankets, which they had
been concealing from the Christians, and
gave them to us, and told us how the Chris-
tians had penetrated into the country be-
fore, and had destroyed and burnt the vil-
lages, taking with them half of the men and
all the women and children, and how those
who could escaped by flight. Seeing them

in this plight, afraid to stay anywhere, and
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that they neither would nor could cultivate
the soil, preferring to die rather than suf-
fer such cruelties, while they showed the
greatest pleasure at being with us, we began
to apprehend that the Indians who were in
arms against the Christians might ill-treat
us in retaliation for what the Christians did
to them. But when it pleased God our Lord
to take us to those Indians, they respected

‘and held us precious, as the former had

- ——

done, and even a little more, at which we
were not a little astonished, while it clearly
shows how,( in order to bring those people

{ to Christianity and obedience unto Your

Imperial Majesty, they should be well
treated, and not otherwise.

They took us to a village on the crest of
a mountain, which can be reached only by
a very steep trail, where we found a great
many people, who had gathered there out
of dread of the Christians. These received
us very well, giving us all they had: over
two thousand loads of .maize, which we dis-
tributed among the poor, famished people
who had led us to the place. The next

day we dispatched (as we were wont to do)
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four runners, to call together as many as
could be reached, to a village three journeys
away ; and on the next day we followed with
all the people that were at the place, always
meeting with signs, and vestiges where the
Christians had slept.

At noon we met our messengers, who told
us they had not found anybody, because all
were hidden in the woods, lest the Chris-
tians might kill or enslave them; also that,
on the night before, they had seen the Chris-
tians and watched their movements, under
cover of some trees, behind which they con-
cealed themselves, and saw the Christians
take many Indians along in chains. At this
the people who were with us became fright-
ened, and some turned back to give the
alarm through the land that Christians
were coming, and many more would have
done the same had we not told them to stay
and have no fear, at which they quieted
down and were comforted. We had Indians
with us at the time who came from a dis-
tance of a hundred leagues, and whom we
could not induce to go back to their homes.

So, in order to reassure them, we slept there
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that night, and the next day went further,
and slept on the road; and the day after
those we ‘had sent to explore guided us to
where they had seen the Christians. Reach-
ing the ‘place itf the evening, we clearly
saw they had told the truth, and also, from
the stakes to which the horses-had beerr tied,
that there were horsemen among them.
From here, which is called the river of
Petutan,® to the river which Diego de Guz-
man reached, there may be, from the place
where we first heard of the Christians,
eighty leagues; thence to the village where
the rain overtook us, twelve leagues; and
from there to the South Sea twelve leagues.®®
Throughout all that country, wherever it is
mountainous, we saw many signs of gold,
antimony, iron, copper and other metals.
Where the permanent houses are it is so hot
that even in January the air is very warm.
From there to the southward the land, which
is uninhabited as far as the Sea of the North,
is very barren and poor. There we suffered
great and almost incredible starvation; and

“Petlatlan.
®“The distances must, of course, be taken with
due reserve.
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those who roam through that country and
dwell in it are very cruel people, of evil in-
clinations and habits. The Indians who live
in permanent houses and those in the rear of
them pay no attention to gold nor silver, nor
have they any use for either of these metals.

Having seen positive traces of Chris-
tians and become satisfied they were very
near, we gave many thanks to our Lord for
redeeming us from our sad and gloomy con-
dition. Any one can imagine our delight
when he reflects how long we had been in
that land, and how many dangers and hard-
ships we had suffered. That night I en-
treated one of my companions to go after
the Christians, who were moving through
the part of the country pacified and quieted
by us, and who were three days ahead of
where we were. They did not like my sug-
gestion, and excused themselves from going,
on the ground of being tired and worn out,
although any of them might have done it
far better than I, being younger and
stronger.

»wy
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Seeing their reluctance, in the morning
I took with me the negro and eleven In-
dians and, following the trail, went in search
of the Christians. On that day we made
ten leagues, passing three places were they
had slept. The next morning I came upon
four Christians on horseback, who, seeing
me in such a strange attire, and in com-
pany  with Indians, were greatly startled.
They stared at me for quite awhile,
speechless ; so great was their surprise that
they could not find words to ask me any-
thing. I spoke first, and told them to lead
me to their captain, and we went to-
gether to Diego de Alcaraz, their com-
mander.%”

After I had addressed him he said that he
was himself in a plight, as for many days
he had been unable to capture Indians, and

\/ did not know where to go, also that starva-
tion was beginning to place them in great
distress. T 1 stated to him that, in the rear

"He was an officer of Nufio de Guzman, and a
worthy one, at that, trained in the school of arbi-
trariness and cruelty of his commander. Oviedo
(II1, p. 612) says that there were twenty Span-
iards on horseback, according to the report to the
Audiencia.
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of me, at a distance of ten leagues, were
Dorantes and Castillo, with many people
who had guided us through the country.
He at once dispatched three horsemen, with
fifty of his Indians, and the negro went with
them as guide, while I remained and
asked them to give me a certified state-
ment of the date—year, month and day—
when I had met them, also the condition in
which I had come, with which request they
complied.

From this river to the village called San
Miguel, which pertains to the government
called New Galicia, there are thirty leagues.

Five days later Andrés Dorantes and
Alonso del Castillo came with those who

had gone in quest of them. They brought
along more than six hundred Indians, from
the village, the people of which the Chris-
tians had caused to flee to the woods, and
who were in hiding about the country.
Those who had come with us as far as that
place had taken them cut of their places of
concealment, turning them over to the
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Christians. They had also dispatched the
others who had come that far.

When they arrived at where I was Alcaraz
begged me to send for the people of the
villages along the banks of the river, who
were hiding in the timber, and he also re-
quested me to order them to fetch supplies.
There was no occasion for the latter, as the
Indians always took good care to bring us
whatever they could ; nevertheless, we sent
our messengers at once to call them, and six
hundred persons came with all the maize
they had, in pots closed with clay, which
they had buried for concealment. They
also brought nearly everything else they
‘possessed, but we only took of the food, giv-
ing the rest to the Christians for distribu-

'tion among themselves.

Therenpon we had many and bitter quar-
rels with the Christians, for they wanted to
make slaves of our Indians, and we grew so
angry at it that at our departure we forgot
to take along many bows, pouches and ar-
rows, also the five emeralds,and so theywere
left and lost to us. We gave the Christians

a great many cow-skin robes, and other ob-
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jects, and had much, trouble in persuading
the Indians to return home and plant their
crops in peace. They insisted upon accom-
panying us until, according to their custom,
we should be in the custodyof other Indians,
because otherwise they were afraid to die;
besides, as long as we were with them, they
had no fear of the Christians and of their
‘lances. At all this the Christians were
greatly vexed, and told their own interpre-
ter to say to the Indians how we were of
their own race, but had gone astray for a
long while, and were people of no luck and
little heart, whereas they were the lords of ;-
the land; whom they should obey and serve.
The Indians gave all that talk of theirs
little attention. They parleyed among them-
selves, saying that the Christians lied, for
we had come from sunrise, while the others
came from where the sun sets; that we
cured the sick, while the others killed those
who were healthy ; that we went naked and
shoeless, whereas the others wore clothes
and went on horseback and with lances.
Also, that we asked for nothing, but gave

away all we were presented with, mean-
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while the others seemed to have no other
aim than to steal what they could, and never
gave anything to anybody. In short, they
recalled all our deeds, and praised them
highly, contrasting them with the conduct of
the others.

This they told the interpreter of the Chris-
tians, and made understood to the others
by means of a language they have among
them, and by which we understood each
other. We call those who use that language
properly Primahaitu, which means the same
as saying Bizcayans. For more than four
hundred leagues, of those we travelled, we
found this language in use, and the only
one among them over that extent of coun-
try.® Finally, we never could convince the
Indians that we belonged to the other Chris-
tians, and only with much trouble and in-
sistency could we prevail upon them to go
home.

We recommended to them to rest easy
and settle again in their villages, tilling and

No mention of such an idiom in Oviedo, and
I do not venture any suggestion as to what lan-
guage it might have been. The references to the
Basque language may mean that it was as difficult
to understand as that idiom.
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planting their fields as usual, whiéh, from
lying waste, were overgrown with shrub-
bery, while it is beyond all doubt the best
land in these Indies, the most fertile and
productive of food, where they raise three
crops every year. It has an abundance of
fruit, very handsome rivers, and other wa-
ters of good virtues. There are many evi-
dences and traces of gold and silver; the
inhabitants are well conditioned, and will-
ingly attend to the Christians, that is, those
of the natives that are friendly. They are
much better inclined than the natives of
Mexico; in short, it is a country that lacks
nothing to make it very good. When the In-
dians took leave of us they said they would
do as we had told them, and settle in their
villages, provided the Christians would not
interfere, and so I say and affirm that, if

they should not do it, it will be the fault of

-the Christians.

After we had dispatched the Indians in
peace, and with thanks for what they had
gone through with and for us, the Chris-
tians (out of mistrust) sent us to a certain

Alcalde Cebreros, who had with him two
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other men.*® He took us through forests and
uninhabited country in order to prevent our
communicating with the Indians, in reality,
also, to prevent us from seeing or hearing
what the Christians were carrying on.
~ This clearly shows how the designs of
' men sometimes miscarry. We went on with
" the idea of insuring the liberty of the In-
dians, and, when we believed it to be as-
sured, the opposite took place. The Span-
iards had planned to fall upon those Indians
we had sent back in fancied security and
in peace, and that plan they carried out.
They took us through the timber for two
days, with no trail, bewildered and without
water, so we all expected to die from thirst.
Seven of our men perished, and many
friends whom the Christians had taken
along®® could not reach before noon the fol-
lowing day the place, where we found water
that same night. We travelled with them

®Cebreros was another of Guzman’s followers
and disciples, as far as treatment of the Indians
was concerned.

“This passage, like many others, is quite ob-
scure. The term friends (“amigos”’) seems to
indicate as if the Spaniards had had in their com-
pany friendly Indians who assisted them in their
slave-hunting enterprise.
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twenty-five leagues, more or less, and at last
came to a settlement of peaceable Indians.
There the Alcalde left us and went ahead,
three leagues further, to a place called Culia-
can, where Melchor Diaz was chief Alcalde
and the captain of the province.®!

As soon as the chief Alcalde became in-
formed of our arrival, on the same nigh{
he came to where we were. He was deeply
moved, and praised God for having deliv-
ered us in His great pity. He spoke to us
and treated us very well, tendering us, in
his name, and in behalf of the Governor,
Nufio de Guzman, all he had and whatever
he might be able to do. He appeared much
grieved at the bad reception and evil treat-
ment we had met at the hands of Alcaraz
and the others, and we verily believe that,
had ke been there at the time, the things
done to us and the Indians would not have
occurred,

“For Melchor Diaz and his career, see “The
Journey of Coronado.” He was entirely different
from Alcaraz and Cebreros, and of uncommon
ability and energy, while at the same time cau-
tious and humane.
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Passing the night there, we were about to
leave in the morning of the next day, but
the chief Alcalde entreated us to stay. He
said that by remaining we would render a
great service to God and to Your Majesty,
as the country was depopulated, lying waste,
and well nigh destroyed. That the Indians
were hiding in the woods, refusing to come
out and settle again in their villages. He
suggested that we should have them sent
for, and urge them, in the name of God and
of Your Majesty, to return to the plain and
cultivate the soil again.

This struck us as difficult of execution.
We had none of our Indianis with us, nor
any of those who usually accompanied us
and understood such matters. At last we
ventured to select two Indians from among
those held there as captives, and who were
from that part of the country. These had
been with the Christians whom we first met,
and had seen the people that came in our
company, and knew, through the latter, of
the great power and authority we exer-
cised all through the land, the miracles we

had worked, the cures we had performed,
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and many other particulars. With these In-
dians we sent others from the village, to
jointly call those who had taken refuge in
the mountains, as well as those from the
river of Petlatlan, where we had met the
Christians first, and tell them to come, as
we wished to talk to them. In order to

insure their coming, we gave the mes-
sengers one of the large gourds we had

carried in our- hands (which were our
chief insignia and tokens of great
power).

Thus provided and instructed, they left
and were absent seven days. Then they
came back, and with them three chiefs of
those who had been in the mountains, and
with these were fifteen men. They present-
ed us with beads, turqudises, and feathers,
and the messengers said the people from the
river whence we had started could not be
found, as the Christians had .again driven
them into the wilderness.

Melchor Diaz told the interpreter to
speak to the Indians in our name and say
that he came in the name of God, Who is in

heaven, and that we had travelled the world
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over for many years, telling all the people
we met to believe in God and serve Him, for
He was the Lord of everything upon earth,
Who rewarded the good, whereas to the bad
ones He meted out eternal punishment of
fire. That when the good ones died He took
them up to heaven, where all lived forever
and there was neither hunger nor thirst, nor
any other wants—only the greatest imagin-
able glory. But that those who would not
believe in Him nor obey His commandments
he thrust into a huge fire beneath the earth
and into the company of demons, where the
fire never went out, but tormented them for-
ever. Moreover, he said that if they became
Christians and served God in the manner
we directed, the Christians would look upon
them as brethren and treat them very well,
while we would command that no harm
should be done to them; neither should they
be taken out of their country, and the Chris-
tians would become their great friends. If
they refused to do so, then the Christians
would ill treat them and carry them away
into slavery.

To this they replied, through the inter-
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preter, that they would be very good Chris-
tians and serve God.

Upon being asked whom they worshipped
and to whom they offered sacrifices, to
whom they prayed for health and water for
the fields, they said, to a man in Heaven.
We asked what was his name, and they said
Aguar, and that they believed he had cre-
ated the world and everything in it.

We again asked how they came to know
this, and they said their fathers and grand-
fathers had told them, and they had known
it for a very long time; that water and all
good things came from him. We explained
that this being of whom they spoke was the
sagpe we called God, and that thereafter they
shwld give Him that name and worship and
serve Him as we commanded, when they
would fare very well.

They replied that they understood us
thoroughly and would do as we had told.

So we bade them come out of the moun-
tains and be at ease, peaceable, and settle
the land again, rebuilding their houses.
Among these houses they should rear one to '

God, placing at its entrance a cross like the
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one we had, and when Christians came, they
should go out to receive them with crosses
in their hands, in place of bows and other
weapons, and take the Christians to their
homes, giving them to eat of what they had.
If they did so, the Christians would do them
no harm, but be their friends. .

They promised to do as we ordered, and
the captain gave them blankets, treafing
them handsomely, and they went away, tak-
ing along the two captives that had acted
as our messengers. A

This took place in presence of a scribe
(notary) and of a great many witnesses.

As soon as the Indians had left for tﬁ”eir
homes and the people of that province got
news of what had taken place with us, they,
being friends of the Christians, came to see
us, bringing beads and feathers. We or-
dered them to build churches and put crosses
in them, which until then they had not done.
We also sent for the children of the chiefs
to be baptized, and then the captain pledged

himself before God not to make any raid, or
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allow any to be made, or slaves captured
from the people and in the country we had
set at peace again. This vow he promised
to keep and fulfil so long until His Majesty
and the Governor, Nufio de Guzman, or the
Viceroy, in his name, would ordain some-
thing else better adapted to the service of
God and of His Majesty.

After baptizing the children we left for
the village of San Miguel, where, on our
arrival, Indians came and told how many
people were coming down from the moun-
tains, settling on the plain, building churches
and erecting crosses; in short, complying
with what we had sent them word to do.
‘Day after day we were getting news of how
all was being done and completed.

Fifteen days after our arrival Alcaraz
came in with the Christians who had been
raiding, and they told the captain how the
Indians had descended from the mountains
and settled on the plain; also that villages
formerly deserted were now well populated,
and how the Indians had come out to receive
them with crosses in their hands, had taken

them to their houses, giving them of what
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they had, and how they slept the night there.
Amazed at these changes and at the say-
' ings of the Indians who said they felt
secure, he ordered that no harm be done to
them, and with this they departed.—May
God in His infinite mercy grant that in the
days of Your Majesty and under your
power and sway, these people become will-
“ingly and sincerely subjects of the true Lord
Who created and redeemed them. We be-
‘lieve they will be, and that Your Majesty is
destined to bring it about, as it will not be
at all difficult.®®

For two thousand leagues did we travel,
on land, and by sea in barges, besides ten
months more after our rescue from captiv-
' ity; untiringly did we walk across the land,
but nowhere did we meet either sacrifices
or idolatry. During all that time we crossed
from one ocean to the other, and from what
we very carefully ascertained there may be,
from one coast to the other and across the
greatest width, two hundred leagues.®®* We

“The substance of the foregoing is in Oviedo,
but most details are omitted. (Compare pp. 612
to 614.)

“There are manifest misprints in the distances,
but they exist in both edétzions, 1542 and 1555.

1
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heard that on the shores of the South there
are pearls and great wealth, and that the
richest and best is near there.

At the village of San Miguel we remained
until after the fifteenth of May, because
from there to the town of Compostela—
where the Governor, Nufio de Guzman, re-
sided—there are one hundred leagues of de-
serted country threatened by hostiles, and
we had to take an escort along. There
went with us twenty horsemen, accompany-
ing us as many as forty leagues; afterwards
we had with us six Christians, who escorted
five hundred Indian captives. When we
reached Compostela, the Governor reeeived
us very well, giving us of what he had, for
us to dress in;(but for many days I could
bear no clothing, nor could we sleep, except
on the bare ﬂOOI? Ten or twelve days later
we left for Mexico. On the whole trip we
were well treated by the Christians; many
came to see us on the road, praising God
for having freed us from so many dangers.
We reached Mexico on Sunday, the day be-
fore the vespers of Saint James, and were.

very well received by the Viceroy and the
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Marquis of the Valley, who presented us
with clothing, offering all they had. On the
day of Saint James there was a festival, with
bull-fight and tournament.

After taking two months’ rest at Mexico
I desired to come over to this realm, but
when ready to sail in October, a storm
wrecked the vessel and it was lost. So I de-
termined to wait until winter would be over,
as in these parts navigation is then very
dangerous on account of storms.

When winter was past, Andrés Dorantes
and I left Mexico, during Lent, for Vera
Cruz, to take a ship there, but had again to
wait for favorable winds until Palm Sunday.
We embarked and were on board more than
fifteen days, unable to leave on account of a
calm, and the vessel began to fill with water.
I took passage on one of the ships which
were in condition to leave, while Dorantes
remained on the first one,* and on the tenth
day of the month three craft left port.

We navigated together for one hundred
*This explains why Dorantes remained in Mex-
ico, where he afterwards attempted to set on foot

an expedition to the Nog‘h, but failed.
I .
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and fifty leagues; afterwards two of the
ships dropped behind, and in the course of
a night we lost track of thenr. It seems that,
as we found out later, their pilots and skip-
pers did not venture any further, and re-
turned to port without giving us any warn-
ing; neither did we hear any more from
them. So we kept on, and on the fourth of
May reached the port of Habana, on the
Island of Cuba, where we waited until the
second of June, still hoping for the other
two vessels to arrive. Then we left.

We were afraid of falling in with French
craft that only a few days before had cap-
tured three of ours. _

At the altitude of the Island of Bermuda
a storm overtook us, as is quite usual in
those parts;-according to the people who are
wont to travel in them—and for a whole
night we considered ourselves lost. But it
pleased God that, when moming' came, the
storm abated and we could proeeed on our
way. Twenty-nine days after sailing from
Habana we had made eleven hundred
leagues, said to be the distance from it to the

settlement of the Azores, and the next day
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we passed the island called of the raven,*®
and met with a French vessel at noon. She
began to follow us, having with her a car-
avel taken from the Poriuguese, and gave
us chase. That same evening we saw nine
more sail, but at such a distance that we
could not distinguish whether they were of
the same nation as our pursuer, or Portu-
guese. At nightfall the Frenchman was but
a cannon-shot from our ship, and as soon
as it was dark we changed our course so
as to get away from him. As he was
close upon us he saw our manceuvre and
did the same, and this happened three or
four times.

The Frenchman could have taken us then,
but he preferred to wait until daylight. It
pleased God that, when morning came, we
found ourselves, as well as the French ship,
surrounded by the nine craft we had seen
the evening before, and which turned out
to belong to the Portuguese .navy. I thank
Our Lord for having allowed me to escape
from peril on land and sea.

®Corvo, one of the Azores; northwestern
group.
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When the French saw it was the fleet of
Portugal they released the caravel, which
was filled with negroes. They had taken it
along in order to make us believe they were
Portuguese and to induce us to expect them.
On separating from the caravel the French-
man told the skipper and pilot we were
French also, belonging to their own navy;
then they put into their vessel sixty oars-
men, and thus, by oar and sail, went away
with incredible swiftness.

The caravel then approached the galley
warning its captain that both our vessel and
the other were French, so that when we
came up to the galley and the squadron saw
it, believing us to be French, they cleared
for action and came to attack us. But when
we were near enough to them we saluted,
and they saw we were friends. They had
been deceived, suffering the privateer to es-
cape by means of his strategy in telling that
we were also French. Four caravels went
in pursuit of him. Having come up with
the galley and presented our respects, the
captain, Diego de Silveira, asked where we

came from and what we had on board. We
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told him from New Spain, and that we car-
ried silver and gold. He inquired how much
it might be, and the skipper informed him
that we had about three hundred thousand
Castellanos. Thereupon the captain ex-
claimed: “Faith, you come back very rich,
although you have a bad craft and miserable
artillery. That dog of a French renegade
has lost a fat morsel, the bastard! Now, go
ahead, since you escaped ; follow me closely,
and, God helping, I shall lead you back to
Spain.”

The caravels that had gone in pursuit of
the French soon returned because the latter
sailed too fast for them and they did not
want to leave their squadron, which was es-
corting three ships loaded with spices.

We reached the Island of Tercera,*®
where we rested fifteen days and took in
supplies, also waiting for another ship from
India, with the same kind of cargo as the
three our fleet was escorting. At the end
of the fifteen days we sailed, all together,
for the port of Lisbon, where we arrived

®“Terceira, another of the Azores; central
group.
- 188
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on the ninth of August, vespers of Saint
Laurentius day, of the year 1537.

And, in Testimony of, that what I have
stated in the foregoing narrative is true, I
hereunto sign my name:

CABEZA de VACA.

The document which this is taken from
was signed with his name and bore the seal
with his coat of arms.

Since, in the foregoing narrative, I have
related the Journey, the arrival at, and the
departure from, the country, and return to
this realm, I now wish to tell also what hap-
pened to the ships and to the people who
remained on board of them. I have not
said anything about them as yet, for the rea-
son that we heard nothing of their fate until
after our return, when we found many of
the survivors in New Spain and some here
in Castile, through whom we learned every-
thing that occurred to them after we had
forsaken the three vessels, one having been
lost previously on the wild coast. -

89
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These vessels were in great peril, and had
on board a hundred persons with few sup-
plies. Among these people were ten mar-
ried women, one of whom had foretold the
Governor many things that afterwards hap-
pened to him.

When he marched inland she warned him
not to go, as neither he nor any of his com-
pany would return, and that, should any
come back, God would work miracles
_ through him, as she felt sure that few, or
none, would escape. The Governor retorted
that he and all who went with him expected
to fight and conquer many and very strange
people and countries, so that, while many
would have to die in the conquest, he was
sure, from the accounts he had of the rich-
ness of the country, that the survivors wowld
be fortunate and become very wealthy. He
entreated the woman to tell him who it was
that had acquainted her with the things, past
and present, of which she had spoken. She
answered that in Castile a Moorish woman
from Hornachos had told her what she said
to us before we left there, all of which took

place as predicted.
190

Downloaded from www.greatestadventurers.com



ALVAR NUNEZ CABEZA DE VACA

After the Governor had appointed for his
lieutenant and commander of all the vessels
and their crews one Carvallo, a native of
Cuenca de Huete, we marched off, the Gov-
ernor leaving orders that they embark at
once and proceed to Panuco, hugging the
coast always and keeping a lookout for the
port where, when found, they should wait
for us. .

At the time the people were embarking,
some saw, and distinctly overheard, the
woman before mentioned saying to the other
women that, since their husbands had gone
inland to affront such imminent peril, they
should not think of them any longer, but at
once look for other husbands; that she was
going to do it, for her part. So she and the
others married, and lived with those that
were on board the vessels.

The vessels set sail and went on, but did
not find the port in the direction they were
proceeding, so they turned around and went
back where, five leagues further down from
our landing-place, they struck the harbor.
It stretched inland for seven or eight leagues

and was the one we had already discovered
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and where we had found the boxes from
Spain, as told before, and where were the
bodies of Christians. From this harbor and
along that coast the three vessels, together
with one that rejoined them from Habana
and the brigantine, cruised in search of us
for nearly a year, and then, not finding us,
they went to New Spain.

That harbor is the best on earth. It
sweeps inland for seven or eight leagues;
the water is six fathoms deep at the mouth
and five near the shore; the bottom is mud,
and there are no tides inside the bay, nor
heavy storms. There is space in it for many
vessels, and it has many fish. The distance
from it to Habana, a Christian town on
Cuba, is one hundred leagues on a line from
north to south. The breezes are constant,
and the trip is made from one place to the
other in four days, because the vessels go
and come with little trouble.

And now that I have given an account of
the ships, it may be well to record also who

those are and where from, whom it pleased
God to rescue from all these dangers and

hardship. The first is Alonso del Castillo
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Maldonado, a native of Salamanca and son
of Doctor Castillo and Dofia Aldonza Mal-
donado. The second is Andrés Dorantes,
son of Pablo Dorantes, born at Béjar, but
a resident of Gibraléon. The third is Alvar
Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca, son of Francisco de
Vera and grandson of Pedro de Vera, who
conquered the Canarian Islands. His mo-
ther was called Dofia Teresa Cabeza de
Vaca, and she was a native of Xerez de la
Froatera. The fourth was Estévanico, an
Arab negro from Azamor,

Downloaded from www.greatestadventurers.com



gunietodevedroveveraclque ganosangtiy y fu
madrefeflamauavofia 'tcr‘!::cabqau vaca n!tnn
raloe Xereyvelafrontera.Elquartofellams Efteues
nicocsnegro Blarabenatural oeH3emoz.ce

oo

@ §ucimpaefloel prefente tra-

enlamagnifica-noble- yantiquflima gudad
ve Zamozs:pozlos bonrrados varones Rugus
TinScpayy Juan picardo 08 i

peeflozesvelibzos pmoc vichagin
dad Hcoftsyef] velvirtuofova
von3uan pedro mufetti mercader
velib2os vesinode abeding vel
campo. Ficabofe enfeys viag
el meoveRctubze,

{ Hiio
vodnafgmientodafofal
uadozYefus Criftove
mtlyqnﬁtx:auosz
qmrénmzm _ 1542
COLOPHON OF EDITION OF 1542.

Reduced from original in Lenox Branch of N. Y.
Public Library.

Downloaded from www.greatestadventurers.com



LETTER OF MENDOZA AND REPORT OF
FATHER MARCOS OF NIZZA.—INTRO-
DUCTORY NOTE.

N order to furnish the reader the avail-
able data concerning the fate of the
two companions of Cabeza de Vaca,
who remained in Mexico after his

return to Spain, it has been deemed proper
to add the two documents which follow.
There is first a letter of the Viceroy Don
Antonio de Mendoza in which, as far as I
am able to ascertain, the only (very meagre)
data concerning the subsequent career of
Andrés Dorantes in America are found.
This is followed by the well-known report
of Father Marcos of Nizza on his expedition
to Cibola (Zuiii), in which the Moor Esté-
vanico acted as his guide and perished. The
text of the documents is taken from- the
edition of 1810 of “Hackluyt’s Collection of
the Early Voyages, Travels, and Discoveries
of the English Nation,” Vol. IIl., pp. 436
to 4446. The translation is known to be
quite indifferent, still the main points are
reliable and it fully serves the purpose,
which is not to furnish a critical study of
Father Marcos of Nizza, and his achieve-
ments, but simply to supply the information
indicated, and, at the same time, establish
the logical connection of this narrative with
the “Journey of Coronado,” already pre-
sented in “The Trail-Makers.”
Ap. F. BANDELIER.
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A LETTER WRITTEN BY THE MOST HON-
ORABLE LORD DON ANTONIO DE
MENDOZA, VICE-ROY OF NUEVA ES-
’l;i\EltINA' TO THE EMPERORS MAIES-

Of Certaine Noblemen Which Sought to Dis-
cover the End of the Firme Land of Nueva
Espanna Toward the North. The Arrivall of
Vazquez de Coronado with Frier Marco at S.
Michael of Culiacan, with Commission to the
Governors of Those Partes, to Pacifie the Indians,
anl Not to Make Them Slaves Any More.

N the ships that went last from hence
(whereof Michael de Usnago was
Admiral) I wrote into your maies-
tie, how I had sent two Franciscan

Friers to discover the end of this firme
land, which stretcheth to the North.
And because their iourney fell out to
greater purpose than was looked for, I
will declare the whole matter from the be-
ginning. It may please your Maijestie to
call to mind how often I wrote unto your
Highnesse, that I desired to know the ende
. of this Province of Nueva Espanna, because
it is so great a countrey, and that we have
yet no knowledge thereof. Neither had I
onely this desire; for Nunno de Guzman de-
parted out of this city of Mexico with 400
horsemen, and 14,000 Indians footemen
borne in these Indias, being the best men
and the best furnished, which have bene
seene in these parts; and he did so little with
97
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= 2321 “he most part oi them were con-
s==f I the emrerprize and could not enter
acr Zscover any more then already was dis-
comersC. Afer this the saide Nunno Guz-
~an beeng Gceverncur of Nueva Galicia,
se—t Caprzires and Horsemen foorth divers
«ipes. which speé no berter then he had
doe. Likewise the Marques de valle Her-
ra=d> Corez sent a captaine with 2 ships
1o Giscover the coast : which-2 ships and the
captaine perished. After that he sent again
2 cther ships, one of the which was divided
from her consort. and the master and cer-
:aine mariners slue the captaine and usurped
over the ship.

After this they came to an Island, where
the Master with certaine mariners going on
land. the Indians of the Country slew them,
and tooke their boat: and the ship with
those that were in it. returned to the coast
of Nueva Galicia, where it ran on ground.
By the men which came home in this ship,
the Marques had knowledge of the countrey
which they had discovered: and then, either
for the discontentment which hee had with
the bishop of Saint Domingo and with the
Judges of this royal audience in Mexico, or
rather because of his so prosperous successe
in all things here in Nueva Espanna, with-
out seeking any farther intelligence of the
state of that Island, he set forward on that
voyage with 3 ships, and with certaine foote- _
men and horsemen, not throughly furnished
with things necessary ; which fell out so con-
trary to his expectations that the most part
of the people which 9lée carried with him,

I

Downloaded from www.greatestadventurers.com



LETTER OF MENDOZA

dyed of hunger. And although he had
ships, and a Countrey very neere him
abounding with victuals, yet could hee never
finde meanes to conquer it, but rather it
seemed, that God miraculously did hide it
from him.: and so he returned home without
achieving ought else of moment. After
this, having heere in my company Andrew
Dorantez, which is one of those who were in
the voyage of Panphilo Naruaez, I often was
in hand with him, supposing that he was
able to doe Your Maiestie great service, to
imploy him with fortie or fiftie horses, to
search out the secret of those parts: and
having provided all things necessary for his
iourney, and spent much money in that be-
halfe, the matter was broken off, I wot not
how, and that enterprise was given over.
Yet of the things which were provided for
that purpose, I had left mee a negro, which
returned from the foresayde voyage of
Naruaez with Dorantez, and certaine slaves
which I had bought, and certaine Indians
which I had gathered together who were
borne in those North partes, whome I sent
with Frier Marco de Niga, and his compan-
ion a Franciscan Frier, because they had
bene long travelled, and exercised in those
partes, and had great experience in the af-
faires of the Indies, and were men of good
life and conscience, for whom I obtained
leave of their superiours: and so they went
with Frances Vazquez de Coronado, gov-
ernour of Nueva Galicia unto the Citie of
Saint Michael of Culiacan, which is the last
Province subdued by the Spaniards towarde
199
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that quarter, being two hundred leagues dis-
tant from this Citie of Mexico. As soone
as the governour, and the Friers were come
unto that Citie, hee sent certaine of those
Indians which I had given him, home into
their Countrey, to signifie, and declare to
the people of the same, That they were to
vnderstand, that your Maiestie had com-
manded they should not hereafter bee made
slaves, and that they should not be afrayd
any more, but might returne uato their
houses, and live peaceably in them, (for be-
fore that time they had bin greatly troubled
by the evill dealings which were used
toward them) and that your maiestie would
cause them to be chastened, which were the
causes of their vexation. With these In-
dians about twentie dayes after returned
about 400 men; which coming before the
governour said unto him, that they came on
the behalfe of al their countrey-men, to tell
him, that they desired to see and know those
men which did them so great a pleasure as
to suffer them to returne to their houses,
and to sow maiz for their sustenance, for by
the space of many yeres they were driven to
flee into the mountaines, hiding themselves
like wild beasts, for feare lest they should be
made slaves, and that they and all the rest
of their people were ready to doe whatsoever
should bee commanded them: whom the
governour comforted with good wordes, and
gave them victuals, and stayed them with
him three or foure dayes wherein the Friars
taught them to make the signe of the crosse,
and to learne the name of our Lorde Jesus
200
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Christ, and they with great diligence sought
to learne the same. After these dayes hee
sent them home againe, willing them not to
be afraid, but to be quiet, giving them ap-
parel, beades, knives, and other such like
things, which I had given him for such pur-
poses. The sayde Indians departed very
well pleased, and said, that whensoever hee
would send for them, they and many others
would come to doe whatsoever he would
command them. The entrance being thus
prepared, Frier Marco and his companion,
with the Negro and other slaves, and In-
dians which I had given him, went forward
on their voyage 10 or 12 dayes after. And
because I had likewise advertisement of a
certaine Province called Topira situate in the
mountaines and had appointed the gov-
ernour Vazquez de Coronado, that he should
use meanes to learne the state thereof: he
supposing this to be a matter of great mo-
ment determined himselfe to goe and search
it, having agreed with the said Frier, that he
should returne by that part of the moun-
taine, to meete with him in a certaine valley
called Valle de los Coragones, being 120
leagues distant from Culiacan. The Gov-
ernour travelling into this province (as I
have written in my former letters) found
great ‘scarcity of victuals there, and the
mountaines so craggy, that he could finde no
way to passe forward, and was inforced to
returne home to Saint Michael: so that as
well in chusing of the entrance, as in not
being able to finde the way, it seemeth onto

all men that God would shut up the gate to
201

Downloaded from www.greatestadventurers.com



JOURNEY OF ALVAR NUNEZ

all those, which by strength of humane
force have gone about to attempt this enter-
prise, and hath reveiled it to a poore and
bare-footed Frier. And so the Frier be-
ganne to enter into the Land, who because
he found his entrance so well prepared, was
very well received; and because he wrote
the whole successe of his voyage, according
to the instruction which I had given him to
ondertake the same, I wil not write any
more at large, but send your Maiestie this
copy of all such things as he observed in the
same,
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A RELATION OF THE REVEREND FA-
THER FRIER MARCO DE NICA,
TOUCHING HIS DISCOVERY OF THE
KINGDOM OF CEUOLA OR CIBOLA,
SITUATE ABOUT 30. DEGREES OF
LATITUDE, TO THE NORTH OF
NUEUA ESPANNA.

CHAPTER L

Frier Marco de Niga Departeth from Saint
Michael in the Province of Culiacan, Standing in
24. Degrees of Northerly Latitude: and Coming
to the Towne of Petatlan, Receiveth Many Cour-
tesies of the Indians There. Departing from
Thence, He Had Information of Many Islands,
and of a Great Countrey Inhabited with Civil
People; He Cometh to Vacupa: Where During
His Aboad, He Heard Newes of Cevola, and of
the State of the 7 Cities, and of Other Provinces,
and of the Rich Islands of Perles, which Extend
Northward Upon the Coast.

FRIER MARCO DE NICA of the
order of S. Francis, for the execu-
tion of the instruction of the right
honourable lord Don Antonio de
Mendoga, Vice-roy and captaine Gen-
erall for the Emperors Maiestie in New
Spaine, departed from the towne of S.
Michael in the province of Culiacan on Fri-
day the 7. of March, in the yeere 1539. hav-
ing for my companion Frier Honoratus, and
carying with me Stephan a Negro,belonging
to Andrew Dorantez, and certaine of those
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Indians which the sayde lord Vice-roy had
made free, and bought for this purpose:
whom Frances Vazquez de Coronado gov-
ernour of Nueva Galicia delivered me, and
with many other Indians of Petatlan, and
of the towne called Cuchillo, which is some
50. leagues from Petatlan, who came to the
valley of Culiacan, shewing themselves to
bee exceeding glad, because they were cer-
tified by the Indians which had bin set free,
whom the said governour had sent before
to advertise them of their libertie, that none
of them from thenceforth should be made
slaves, and that no man should invade them,
nor use them badly; signifying onto them,
that the Emperors Maiesty had willed and
commanded that it should be so. With the
foresaid company I went on my voyage
vntil I came to the towne of Petatlan, find-
ing all the way great intertainment, and
provision of victuals, with roses, flowers,
and other such things, and bowers which
they made for me of chalke and boughs
platted together in all places where there
were no houses. In this towne of Petatlan
I rested 3. dayes, because my companion
Honoratus fell so sicke, that I was con-
strained to leave him there behinde.

Then, according to my said instruction, I
followed my iourney as the holy Ghost did
leade me, without any merit of mine, having
in my company the said Stephan the Negro,
Dorantez, and certaine of the Indians which
had bin set at liberty, and many of the people
of the countrey, which gave me great inter-
tainment and welcome in all places where I
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came, and made mee bowers of trees, giving
me such victuals as they had, although they
were but small: because (as they said) it
had not rained there in 3 yeres, and be-
cause the Indians of this countrey sought
means rather to hide themselves, then to
sowe corne, for feare of the Christians of
the Towne of S. Michael, which were wont
to make in-roades even to that place, and
to warre upon them, and to carry them away
captives. In all this way, which may be
about 25 or 30. leagues from that part of
Petatlan, I saw nothing worthy the noting,
save that there came to seeke me certaine
Indians from the Island, where Fernando
Cortez the Marques of the valley had bin, of
whom I was informed, that it was an Island,
and not firme land, as some suppose it to be.
They came to y*® firme land upon certaine
rafts of wood: and from the maine to the
island is but halfe a league by sea, little
more or lesse. Likewise certaine Indians
of another island greater then this came
to visit me, which island is farther off, of
whom I was informed that there were 30.
other small islands, which were inhabited,
but had smal store of victuals, saving 2.
which have maiz or corne of the countrey.
These Indians had about their necks many
great shels which were mother of Pearle. I
shewed them pearles which I carryed with
me for a shew, and they told me that there
were in the Islands great store of them, and
those very great: howbeit I saw none of
them. I followed my voyage through a
desert of 4 dayes iourney, having in my
205
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company both the Indians of the islands and
those of the mountaines which I had passed,
and at the end of this desert I found other
indians which marvelled to see me, because
they had no knowledge of any Christians,
having no traffike nor conversation with
those Indians which I had passed, in regard
of the great desert which was between them,
These Indians intertained me exceeding
courteously, and gave me great store of
victuals and sought to touch my garments
and called me Hagota, which in their lan-
guage signifieth A man come from heaven.
These Indians I advertised by my inter-
preter, according to my instructions, in the
Knowledge of our Lord God in heaven, and
of the Emperor. In these countries and in
all places els by all wayes and meanes pos-
sible, I sought information where any
Countreys were of more Cities and people of
civilitie and onderstanding, then those which
I had found: and I couid heare no newes of
any such : howbeit they tolde mee, that foure
or five dayes iourney within the Countrey, at
the foote of the mountaines, there is a large
and mightie plaine, wherein they tolde mee,
that there were many great Townes, and
people clad in Cotton: and when I shewed
them certaine metals which I carryed with
mee, to learne what riche metals were in
the Lande, they tooke the minerall of Golde
and tolde mee, that thereof were vesselles
among the people of that plaine, and that
they carryed certaine round greene stones
hanging at their nostrilles, and at their

eares, and that they have certaine thinne
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plates of that Golde, wherewith they scrape
off their sweat, and that the walles of their
Temples are covered therewith, and that
they use it in all their household vessels.
And because this Valley is distant from the
Sea-coast, and my instruction was not to
leave the Coast, I determined to leave the
discovery thereof ontill my returne; at
which time I might doe it more commo-
diously.

Thus I travelled three dayes iourney
through Townes inhabited by the sayde peo-
ple, of whome I was received as I was of
those which I had passed, and came onto a
Towne of reasonable bignesse, called Va-
cupa, where they shewed mee great cour-
tesies, and gave mee great store of good
victuals, because the soyle is very fruitfull,
and may bee watered. This Towne is fortie
leagues distant from the Sea.

And because I was so farre from the Sea,
it being two dayes before Passion Sunday,
I determined to stay there until Easter, to
informe myselfe of the Islandes, whereof I
sayde before that I had information. And
so I sent certaine Indians to the Sea by
three severall wayes whom I commaunded
to bring mee some Indians of the Sea-coast
and of some of those Islandes that I might
receive information of them: And I sent
Stephan Dorantez ‘the Negro another way,
whom I commaunded to goe directly north-
ward fiftie or threescore leagues, to see if
by that way hee might learne any newes of
any notable thing which wee sought to dis-
cover, and I agreed with him, that if hee
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found any knowledge of any peopled and
riche countrey which were of great im-
portance, that hee should goe no further but
should returne in person, or should sende
mee certaine Indians with that token which
wee were agreed upon, to wit, that if it were
but a meane thing, hee should sende mee a
-White Crosse of one handfull long; and if
jit were any great matter, one of two hand-
fuls long; and if it were a Countrey greater
jand better then Nueva Espanna, hee should
ssend mee a great crosse. So the sayde
Stephan departed from mee on Passion-sun-
day after dinner: and within foure dayes
after the messengers of Stephan returned
vnto me with a great Crosse as high as a
man, and they brought me word from
| Stephan, that I should forthwith come away
fter him, for hee had found people which
gave him information of a very mighty
Province, and that he had certaine Indians
in his company, which had bene in the sayd
Province, and that he had sent me one of
the said Indians. This Indian told me, that
it was thirtie dayes iourney from the Towne
where Stephan ‘was, vnto the first Citie of
the sayde Province, which is called Ceuola.
Hee affirmed also that there are seven great
Cities in this Province, all vnder one Lord,
he houses whereof are made of Lyme &
Stone, and are very great, and the least of
them with one lofte above head, and some
two and of three loftes, and the house of the
Lorde of the Province of foure, and that
all of them ioyne one onto the other in good

order, and that in the gates of the principall
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houses there are many Turques-stones cun-
ningly wrought, whereof hee sayth they °
have there great plentie : also that the people
of this Citie goe very well apparelled: and
that beyond this there are other Provinces,
all which (hee sayth) are much greater then
these seven cities. I gave credite to his -
speach because I found him to bee a man of
good vnderstanding: but I deferred my de-
parture to follow Stephan Dorantez, both
because I thought hee would stay for mee,
and also to attend the returne of my mes-
sengers which I had sent vnto the Sea, who
returned vnto me upon Easter day,bringing
with them certaine inhabitants of the Sea-
coast, and of two of the Islands. Of whom
I vnderstoode, that the Islandes above men-
tioned were scarce of victuals, as I had
learned before, and that they are inhabited
by people, which weare shelles of Pearles
upon their foreheads, and they say that they
have great Pearles, and much Golde. They
informed mee of foure and thirtie Islandes,
lying one neere vnto another: they say that
the people on the sea-coast have small store
of victuals, as also those of the Islandes, and
that they trafficke one with the other upon
raftes. This coast stretcheth northward as
is to bee seene. These Indians of the Coast
brought me certaine Targets made of Cow-
hydes very well dressed, which were so
large, that they covered them from the head
to the very foote, with a liole in the toppe
of the same to looke out before: they are so
strong, that a Crossebow (as I suppose) will
not pierce them.
209
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CHAPTER IL

He Hath New Information of the Seven Cities
by Certaine Indians Called Pintados, and of Three
Other Kingdomes Called Marata, Acus, and To-
tonteac, Being Countreys Very Rich in Turqueses
and Hides of Cattel. Following His Voyage
Through Those Countries He Taketh Posesession
Thereof for the Emperors Maiestie, and of the
Indians Is Much Honoured and Served with
Victuals.

HE same day came three Indians
of those which I called Pintados,
because I saw their faces, breasts
and armes painted. These dwel

farther up into the countrey towards the
East, and some of them border upon the
seven cities, which sayd they came to see
mee, because they had heard of mee: and
among other things they gave me informa-
tion of the seven cities, and of the other
Provinces, which the Indian that Stephan
sent me had tolde mee of, almost in the very
same manner that Stephan had sent mee
worde; and so I sent backe the people of the
sea-coast: and two Indians of the Islands
sayde they would goe with mee seven or
eight dayes.

So with these and with the three Pintados
above mentioned, I departed from Vacupa
upon Easter Tuesday, the same way that
Stephan went, from whom I received new
messengers with a crosse of the bignesse of
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the first which he sent me: which hastened
me forward, and assured me that the land
which I sought for, was the greatest and
best countrey in all those partes. The sayd
messengers told mee particularly without
fayling in any one poynt, all that which the
first messenger had tolde mee, and much
more, and gave mee more plaine informa-
tion thereof. So I travelled that day being
Easter Tuesday, and two dayes more, the
very same way that Stephan had gone: at
the end of which 3 dayes they tolde mee that
from that place a man might travell in thir-
tie dayes to the citie of Ceuola, which is the
first of the seven. Neither did one onely tell
me thus much, but very many ; who tolde me
very particularly of the greatness of the
houses, and of the fashion of them, as the
first messengers had informed me. Also
they told me, that besides these seven Cities,
there are 3 other Kingdomes which are

\

called Marata, Acus and Tontonteac. I en- -
quired of them wherefore they travelled so

farre from their houses: They said that
they went for Turqueses, and Hides of
Kine, and other things; and that of all these
there was great abundance in this Coun-
trey. Likewise I enquired how, and by
what meanes they obtained these things:
They tolde me, by their service and by the
sweat of their browes, and that they went
unto the first citie of the province which is
called Ceuola, and that they served them in

tilling their ground, and in other businesses,

and that they give them Hydes of oxen,

which they have in those places, and tur-
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queses for their service, and that the people
of this city weare very fine and excellent
turqueses hanging at their eares and at their
nostrils. They say also, that of these tur-
queses they make fine workes upon the
principall gates of the houses of this citie.
They tolde mee, that the apparell which the
inhabitants of Ceuola weare, is a gowne of
cotten downe to the foote, with a button at
the necke, and a long string hanging downe
at the same, and that the sleeves of these
gownes are as broad beneath as above. They
say, they gyrded themselves with gyrdles of
turqueses, and that over these coates some
weare good apparel, others hides of Kine
very well dressed, which they take to bee
the best apparell of that countrey, whereof
they have there great quantitie. Likewise
the women goe apparelled, and covered
downe to the foote. These Indians gave me
very good intertainment, ana curiously en-
quired the day of my departure from Va-
cupa, that at my returne they might provide
me of foode and lodging. They brought
certaine sicke folkes before mee, that I
might heale them, and sought to touch my
apparell, and gave mee certaine cow-hydes
so well trimmed and dres-ed, that by them
a man might coniecture that they were
wrought by civile people, and all of them
affirmed, that they came from Ceuola.

The next day I followed my iourney, and
carrying with mee the Pintados, I came to
another Village where I was well received
by the people of the same: who likewise

sought to touch my garments, and gave mee
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as particular knowledge of the Lande afore-
saide, as I had received of those which
mette mee before: and also tolde mee, that
from that place certaine people were gone
with Stephan Dorantez, foure or five dayes
iourney. And here I found a great crosse,
which Stephan had left mee for a signe, that
the newes of the good Countrey increased,
and left worde, that with all haste they
should send mee away, and that hee would
stay for me at the ende of the first Desert
that he mette with. Heere I set up two
Crosses, and tooke possession according to
mine instruction, because that the Countrey
seemed better unto mee then that which I
had passed, and that I thought it meete to
make an acte of possession as farre as that
place.

In this maner I travailed five dayes, al-
wayes finding inhabited places with great -
hospitalitie and intertainments, and many
Turqueses, and Oxe-hides, and the like re-
port concerning the countrey. Heere I un-
derstood, that after two dayes iourney I
should finde a desert where there is no
foode, but that there were certaine gone be-
fore to build mee lodgings, and to carrie
foode for me: whereupon I hastened my
way, hoping to finde Stephan at the ende
thereof, because in that place hee had left
worde that hee would stay for mee. Before
I came to the desert, I mette with a very
pleasant Towne, by reason of great store of
waters conveighed thither to water the same.
Heere I mette with many people both men

& women clothed in Cotton, and some cov-
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ered with oxe-hydes, which generally they
take for better apparell then that of cotton.

All the people in this village go in ca-
conados, that is to say, Turquesses hanging
at their nostrilles and eares, which Tur-
quesses they call Cacona. Amongst others,
the Lord of this Village came unto me; and
two of his brethern, very well apparrelled
in cotton, who also were in Caconados, each
of them having his collar of Turquesses
about his necke; and they presented unto
mee many wild beastes, as conies, quailes,
Maiz nuttes of Pine trees, and all in great
abundance, and offered me many Turqueses,
and dressed Oxe-hydes, and very fayre ves-
sels to drinke in, and other things; whereof
I would receive no whit. And having my
garment of gray cloth, which in Spaine is
called caragoca, the Lord of this Village and
the other Indians touched my gowne with
their handes, and tolde mee, that of such
cloth there was great store in Tontonteac,
and that the people of that Countrey wore
the same. Whereat I laughed, and sayde
that it was nothing else but such apparell
of Cotton as they wore. And they replyed:
We would have thee thinke that we vnder-
stand, that that apparell which thou wearest,
and that which we weare are of divers
sortes. Understand thou, that in Ceulo all
the houses are full of that apparrell whichwe
weare, but in Totonteac there are certaine
litle beasts, from whom they take that thing
wherewith such apparell as thou wearest is
made. I prayed them to informe mee more

playnely of this matter. And they tolde mee
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that the sayde beastes were about the big-
nesses of the two braches or spaniels which
Stephan caryed with him, and they say that
there is great store of that cattell in To-
tonteac.
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CHAPTER III.

He Entreth into a Desert, and the Indians
Suffer Him to Want Nothing Necessary. Fol-
lowing His Voyage, He Commeth into a Fertile
Valley, and Hath Certaine Knowledge Given Him
(as He Had Before) of the State of Ceuola, and
of Totonteac; and That the Coast of the Sea in
35. Degrees Trendeth Much to the Westward;
and Also the Kingdomes of Mavata and Acus.

HE next day I entered into the

Desert, and where I was to dine,

I found bowers made, and victuals

in abundance by a rivers side: and

at night I found bowers and victuals in like

sort, and after that maner I found for 4

dayes travell: all which time the wildernesse
continueth.

At the ende of these foure dayes, I entred
into a valley very well inhabited with people.
At the first village there mette me many
men and women with victuals and all of
them had Turqueses hanging at their nos-
trils and eares, and som: had collars of
turqueses like those which the Lord of the
Village before I came to the Desert, and
his two brethern wore: saving that they
ware them but single about their neckes,
and these people weare them three or foure
times double, and goe in good apparrell, and
skinnes of Oxen: and the women weare
of the said Turqueses 6at their nostrils and
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eares, and very good wast-coates and other
garments. Heere there was as great Knowl-
edge of Ceula, as in Nueva Espanna of
Temistitan, and in Peru of Cuzco; and they
tolde us particularly the maner of their
houses, lodgings, streetes and market-places,
as men that had bene oftentimes there, and
as those which were furnished from thence
with thihgs necessary for the service of their
householde, as those also had done, which 1
already had passed. I told them it was im-
possible that the houses should be made in
such sort as they informed mee, and they
for my better vnderstanding tooke earth or
ashes, and poured water thereupon, and
shewed me how they layd stones upon it,
and how the buylding grewe up, as they con-
tinued laying stones thereon, vntill it mount-
ed aloft. I asked them whether the men of
that countrey had wings to mount up unto
those loftes; whereat they laughed, and
showed mee a Ladder in as good sort as
I myselfe was able to describe it. Then
they tooke a Staffe and helde it over their
heads, and said that the lofts were so high
one above another. Likewise heere I had
information of the woollen cloth of Toton-
teac, where they say are houses like those
of Ceuola, and better and more in number,
and that it is a great Province, and hath
no governour. Here I onderstood that the
coast of the sea trended much toward the
West; for vnto the entrance of this first
desert which I passed, the coast still
stretched Narthward ;and because the trend-
ing of the coast is a thing of great impor-
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tance, I was desirous to Knowe and see it;
and I saw plainely, that in 35. degrees the
coast stretcheth to the West, whereat I re-
ioyced no lesse, then of the good newes
within land, and so I returned back to pro-
ceede on my iourney.

Through the foresayd valley I travailed
five dayes iourney, which is inhabited with
goodly people, and so aboundeth with vic-
tuals, that it sufficieth to feede above three
thousand horsemen: it is all well watered
and like a garden: the burroughs and
townes are halfe and a quarter of a league
long, and in all these villages, I found very
ample report of Ceuola, whereof they made
such particular relation onto me, as people
which go yeerely thither to earne their liv-
ing. Here I found a man borne in Ceuola,
who told me that he came thither, having
escaped from the governour or Lieutenant
of the towne; for the Lord of these seven
Cities liveth and abideth in one of those
townes called Ahacus, and in the rest he
appoynteth lieu-tenants under him. This
townesman of Ceuola is a white man of a
good complexion, somewhat well in yeeres,
and of fame greater ‘capacitie then the in-
habitants of this valley, or then those whichr
I had left behind me. Hee sayde that hee
would goe with mee, that I might begge his
pardon: and of him I learned many par-
ticulars : he tolde me that Ceuola was a great
Citie, inhabited with great store of people,
and having many streetes and market-
places: and that in some parts of this Citie

there are certaine very great houses of five
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stories high, wherein the chiefe of the Citie
assemble themselves at certaine dayes of the
yeere. He sayeth that the houses are of
Lyme and Stone, according as others had
tolde mee before, and that the gates, and
small pillars of the principall houses are of
Turqueses, and all the vessels wherein they
are served, and the other ornaments of their
houses were of golde: and that the other
sixe Cities are built like onto this, whereof
some are bigger: and that Ahacus is the
chiefest of them. Hee sayth that toward
the Southeast there is a Kingdome called
Marata, and that there were.woont to be
many, and those great Cities, which were
all built of houses of Stone, with divers
lofts: and that these have and doe wage
warre with the Lord of the seven Cities,
through which warre this Kingdome of Ma-
rata is for the most part wasted, although
it yet continueth and maintaineth warre
against the other.

Likewise he saith, that the Kingdome
called Totonteac lyeth toward the West,
which he saith is a very mightie Province,
replenished with infinite store of people and
riches. And that in the sayde Kingdome
they weare woollen cloth like that which
I weare, and other finer sorts of woollen
cloth made of the fleeces of those beastes
which they described before onto me: and
that they are a very civile people. More-
over hee tolde me, that there is another
great Province and Kingdome called Acus;
for there is Acus, and Ahacus with an
aspiration, which is the principall of the
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seven cities : and Acus without an aspiration
is a Kingdome and Province of it selfe. He
told me also, that the apparrel which they
weare in Ceuola is after the same maner
as they before had certified me, and that
all the inhabitants of the Citie lie upon
beddes raysed a good height from the
ground, with quilts and canopies over them,
which cover the sayde Beds: and hee tolde
mee that hee would goe with me to Ceuola
and farther also, if I would take him with
me. The like relation was given vnto me
in this towne by many others, but not so
particularly. I travelled three dayes iourney
through this valley : the inhabitants whereof
made me exceeding great cheere an,wer-
tainment. In this valley I saw above ou-
sand Oxe-hides most excellently tiitnmed
and dressed. And here also I saw farre
greater store of Turqueses and chaines made
thereof, then in all places which I had
passed ; and they say, that all commeth from
the city of Ceuola whereof they have great
Knowledge, as also of the Kingdome of
Marata and of the Kingdomes of Acus and
Totonteac,
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CHAPTER 1IV.

Of a Very Great Beast with One Horne Upon
His Fore-head; and of the Courtesies which the
Indians Shewed Frier Marcus of Niga, in His
Voyage. Also How Cruelly Stephan Dorantez
and His Companions Were Used Upon Their
Arrivall at Ceuola, by the Lorde Thereof.

ERE they shewed me an hide halfe
as bigge againe as the hide of
a great oxe, and tolde me that
R it was the skin of a beast which
had "but one horne upon his forehead,
and that this horne bendeth toward his
breast, and that out of the same goeth a
point right forward, wherein he hath so
great strength, that it will breake any thing
how strong so ever it be, if he runne against
it, and that there are great store of these
beasts in that Countrey. The colour of the
hide is of the colour of a great Goat-skin,
and the haire is a finger thicke. Here I had
messengers from Stephan which brought
me word, that by this time ‘he was come to
the farthest part of the desert, and that he
was very ioyful, because the farther he went,
the more perfect Knowledge he had of the
greatnesse of the countrey, and sent me
word, that since his departure from me, hee
never had found the Indians in any lye; for
even vnto that very place he had found al
in such maner as they had informed him
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and hoped that he should find the like at his
arrivall in the valley which he was going
vnto, as he had found in the villages before
passed. I set up crosses and used those acts
and ceremonies, which were to be done ac-
cording to my instructions. The inhabitants
requested me to stay here three or foure
days, because that from this place there were
four days iourney vnto the desert, and from
the first entrance into the same desert vnto
the citie of Ceuola are 15 great dayes iour-
ney more; also that they would provide vic-
tyals, for me and other necessaries for that
voyage. Likewise they told me, that with
Stephan the Negro were gone above 300
men to beare him company, and to carry
victuals after him, and that in like sort many
of them would go with me to serve me,
because they hoped to returne home rich. I
thanked them, and willed them to set things -
in order with speede, and so I rested there
three dayes, wherein I always informed my
selfe of Ceuola, and of as many other things
as I could learne, and called many Indians
vnto mee, and examined them severally and
all of them agreed in one tale, and told me
of the great multitude of people, and of the
order of the streetes, of the greatnesse of
the ‘houses, and of the strength of the gates,
agreeing altogether with that which the rest
before had told me. After three dayes many
assembled themselves to go with me, 30 of
the principal of whom I tooke, being very
well apparrelled, and with chaines of tur-
queses, which some of them weare five or
sixe times double, and other people to cary
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things necessary for them and me, and so
set forward on my voyage,

Thus I entred into the second desert on
the 9 of May, and travelled the first day
by a very broad and beaten way, and we
came to diner vnto a water, where the In-
dians had made provision for me; and at
night we came to another water, where. I
found a house which they had fully made
up for me, and another house stood made
where Stephan lodged when he passed that
way, and many old cottages and many signes
of fire which the people had made that
travelled to Ceuola by this way. In this
sort I travelled 12 dayes iourney being al-
way well provided of victuals, of wild beasts,
Hares, and Partridges of the same colour
and tast with those of Spaine although they
are not as big, for they be somewhat lesse.
Here met us an Indian the sonne of the
chiefe man that accompanied mee, which
had gone before with Stephan, who came in
a great fright, having his face and body all
covered with sweat, and shewing exceeding
sadnesse in his countenance; and he told
mee that a dayes iourney before Stephan
came to Ceuola he sent his great mace made
of a gourd by his messenges, as he was al-
ways woont to send them before him, that
hee might knowe in what sort hee came
onto them, which gourd has a string of
belles upon it, and two feathers one white
and another red, in token that he demanded
safe conduct, and that he came peaceably.
And when they came to Ceuola before the
magistrate, which the Lord of the citie had
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placed there for his Lieutenant, they deliv-
ered him the sayde great gourd, who tooke
the same in his hands, and after he spyed
the belles, in a great rage and fury he cast
it to the ground, and willed messengers to
get them packing with speed, for he knew
well ynough what people they were, and
that they should will them in no case to
cnter into the citie, for if they did hee would
put them all to death. The messengers re-
turned and tolde Stephan how things had
passed, who answered them that it made no
great matter, and would needes proceed on
hisvoyage till he came to the citie of Ceuola:
where he found men that would not let him
enter into the towne, but shut him into a
great house which stoode without the citie,
and straightway tooke all things from him
which hee carried to truck and barter with
them, and certain turqueses, and other
things which he had received of the Indians
by the way, and they kept him there all that
night without giving him meate or drinke,
and the next day in the morning this In-
dian was a thirst, and went out of the house
to drinke at a river that was neere at hand,
and within a little while after he saw
Stephan running away, and the people fol-
lowed him, and slewe certain of the Indians
which went in his company. And when this
Indian saw these things, he hid himselfe on
the banks of the river, and afterward crossed
the high way of the desert. The Indians that
went with me bearing these newes began
incontinently to lament, and I thought these
heavie and bad news would cost mee my
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life, neither did I feare so much the losse
of mine owne life, as that I should not bee
able to returne to give information of the
greatnesses of that Countrey, where our
Lord God might be glorified : and streight
way I cut the cords of my budgets which
I carried with me ful of merchandise for
traffique, which I would not doe till then,
nor give anything to any man, and began to
divide all that I carried with mee among the
principall men, willing them not to be afraid,
but to goe forward with me, and so they did.
And going on our way, within a dayes
iourney of Ceuola wee met two other In-
dians of those which went with Stephan,
which were bloody and wounded in many
places: and as soone as they came to us, they
which were with me began to make great
lamentation. These wounded Indians I
asked for Stephan, and they agreeing in all
poynts with the first Indian sayd, that after
they had put him into the foresayd great
house without giving him meat or drinke all
that day and all that night, they tooke from
Stephan all the things which hee carried
with him. The next day when the Sunne
was a lance high, Stephan went out of the
house, and some of the chiefe men with him,
and suddenly came store. of people from the
citie, whom as soone as hee sawe he began
to run away and we likewise, and foorthwith
they shot at us and wounded us, and cer-
taine dead men fell upon us, and so we lay
till night and durst not stirre, and we heard
great rumours in the citie, and saw many
men and women keeping watch and ward
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upon the walles thereof, and after this we
could not see Stephan any more, and wee
thinke they have shot him to death, as they
have done all the rest which went with him,
so that none are escaped but we onely.
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CHAPTER V.

The Situation and Greatnesse of the Citie of
Ceuola, and How Frier Marcus Tooke Posses-
sion Thereof and of Other Provinces, Calling
the Same The New Kingdomes of S. Francis,
and How After His Departure from Thence
Being Reserved by God in So Dangerous a Voy-
age, He Arrived at Compostella in Nueva Galicia.

"AVING considered the former re- "'
port of the Indians, and the
evill meanes which I had to pros-
ecute my voyage as I desired, I

thought it not good wilfully to loose my
life as Stephan did; and so tolde them, that
God would punish those of Ceuola, and that
the Viceroy when he should understand
what had happened, would send many chris-
tians to chastise them: but they would not
believe me, for they sayde that no man was
able to withstand the power of Ceuola. And
herewith I left them, and went aside two or
three stones cast, and when I returned I
found an Indian of mine which I had
brought from Mexico called Marcus, who
wept and sayde unto me: Father, these men
have consulted to kill us, for they say, that
through your and Stephans meanes their
fathers are slaine, and that neither man nor
“woman of them shall remaine unslaine.
Then againe I divided among them certaine
other things which I had, to appease them,
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whereupon they were somewhat pacified, al-
beit they still shewed great griefe for the
people which were slaine. I requested some
of them to goe to Ceuola, to see if any other
Indian were escaped, with intent that they
might learne some newes of Stephan; which
I could not obtaine at their handes. When
I saw this, I sayd unto them, that I purposed
to see the citie of Ceuola, whatsoever came
- of it. They sayde that none of them would
goe with me. At the last when they sawe
mee resolute, two of the chiefe of them
sayde they would goe with me; with whome
and with mine Indians and interpreters I
followed my way, till M_ﬂght_of
Ceuala_which is situdte on a plaine at the
foote of a round hill, and maketh shew to bee
a faire citie, and is better seated then any
that 1 have seene in these partes. The
ouses are builded in order, accordmg as
the Indians told me, all made of stone with
divers stories, and flatte roofes, as farre as
I could discerne from a mountaine, whither
I ascended to viewe the citie.  The—people
ar%%mw:r(eappuell
an\_}‘lg_m__bﬂs,_thel are bowes,
they have Emeralds and other iewels, al-
though they esteeme none so much as tur-
queses wherewith they adorne the walles of
the porches of their houses, and their ap-
parell and vessels, and they use them instead
of money through all the Countrey. Their

apparell is o e_hides, “and-
his 1stheir most e an -
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ere is greater use and more abundance /
then in o e same for fur-
q_nie_swhe\mlip;e,of—thn_ﬂmdos,
where there are sa i eat
undance, other Kingdomes I could
not obtaine so particular instruction. Divers

times I was tempted to goe thither, because

I knewe' I could but hazard my life, and

that I had offered unto God the first day !
that I began my iourney: in the ende I be- : ,
gan to bee afraid, considering in what dan-
ger I should put my selfe, and that if I
should dye, the knowledge of this countrey
should be lost, which in my iudgement is !
the greatest and the best that hitherto hath

beene discovered : and when I tolde the chief
men, what a goodly citie Ceuola seemed unt
mee, they answered me that it was the least
of the seven cities, and that Totonteac is the
greatest and best of them all, because it hath
so many houses and people, and there is no
ende of them. Having seene the disposition
and situation of the place, I thought good
to name that” countrey El Nueva reyno de
San Francisco: in which place I made a
great heape of stones by the helpe of the
Indians, and on the toppe thereof I set up
a small slender crosse because I wanted
meanes to make a greater, and sayd that I
set up that crosse and heape in the name of
the most honourable Lord Don Antonio de
‘Mendoga Viceroy and Captaine generall of
Nueva Espanna, for the Emperour our
Lord, in token of possession, according to
mine instruction. Which possession I sayd
that I tooke in that place of all the seven
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cities, and of the Kingdomes of Totonteac,
of Acus, and of Marata. Thus I returned
with much more feare then victuals, and
went untill I found the people which I had
left behind mee, with all the speede that I
could make, whome I overtooke in two
dayes travell, and went in their company till
I had passed the desert, where I was not
made so much of as before: for both men
and women made great lamentation for the
peoplewhich were slaine at Ceuola,and with
feare I hastened from the people of this
valley, and travelled tenne leagues the first
day, and so I went daily eight or ten leagues,
without staying until I had passed the sec-
ond desert. And though I were in feare, yet .
I determined to go to the great plaine,
whereof I said before, that I had informa-
tion, being situate at the foote of the moun-
taines, and in that place I vnderstoode, that
this plaine is inhabited for many dayes
iourney toward the East, but I durst not
enter into it, considering, that if hereafter
wee shoulde inhabite this other countrey of
the seven cities, and the kingdomes before
mentioned, that then I might better discover
the same, without putting my selfe in hazard,
and leaue it for this time, that I might give
relation of the things which I had now
seene. At the entrance of this plaine I sawe
but seven Townes onely of a reasonable big-
nesse, whicl, were a farre off in a lowe valley
beeing very greene and a most fruitfull
soyle, out of which ranne many Rivers. I
was informed that there was much golde in
this valley, and that the inhabitants worke
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it into vessels and thinne plates, wherewith
they strike and take off their sweat, and
that they are people that will not suffer those
of the other side of the plaine to traffique
with them, and they could not tell me the
cause thereof. Here I set up two crosses,
. and tooke possession of the plaine and valley
in like sort and order, as I did at other
places before mentioned. And from thence
I returned on my voyage with as much haste
as I coulde make, untill I came to the citie
of Saint Michael in the province of Culiacan,
thinking there to have found Francis Vaz-
quez de Coronado governour of Nueva Ga-
licia, and finding him not there, I proceeded
on my iourney till I came to the citie of
Compostella, where I found him. I write
not here many other particularities, because
they are impertinent to this matter: I only
report that which I have seene, and which
was tolde me concerning the countreys
through which I travelled, and of those
which I had information of.
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